
The Trussville City Coun-
cil voted Tuesday night to can 
Waste Management, the city’s 
current trash pickup provider. 
The council awarded a bid to 
Advanced Disposal for trash 
collection that includes weekly 
recycling pickup.

“We had a problem holding 
Waste Management accountable 
with the old contract,” Mayor 
Gene Melton said. “I think this 
new contract resolves that.”

Melton said the trucks will be 
equipped with GPS and camer-
as to verify service to residents. 
There will not be any charge 
to residents for garbage or re-
cycling pickup, continuing the 
city policy of free service. The 

new contract begins Dec. 1.
Also Tuesday night, a public 

hearing was held for two zoning 
changes. The first involved re-
zoning phase four of the Stock-
ton subdivision from R2 resi-
dential to Q-R-G, which would 
be qualified garden homes. The 
second hearing was to consider 
rezoning 4604 Deerfoot Park-
way from R2 residential to C2 
commercial zoning.

Melton said the stadium, the 
bridge over Husky Parkway 
and the Green Drive projects 
are all moving forward. An 
additional monitoring station 
was approved to keep check on 
any potential erosion into the 
Cahaba River during construc-
tion. Beth Stewart, executive 
director of the Cahaba River 
Society, said Tuesday that her 
organization had been working 

with Rick Nail in regard to the 
engineering for the bridge.

In other council news, an 
alcohol license request for 
Log Cabin on Gadsden High-
way was carried over until the 
next meeting. The council also 
passed resolutions recogniz-
ing Andrew Patterson for win-
ning the gold medal in the Deaf 
Olympics and for Turn Truss-
ville Gold.

The Trussville City Council awarded a bid Tues-
day night to Bob Smith Construction to perform 
repairs on Green Drive. Bob Smith Construction, 
which is based in Trussville, had submitted the low 
bid of $379,000. 

Seven companies made bids on the project. 
“We had several very competitive bids,” Council-

man Buddy Choat said. “We were expecting this bid 
to come in at around half a million dollars.”

The road has been closed since last May when 
storm water washed away soil beneath the road next 
to the culverts.

Construction is expected to begin within two 
weeks. Trussville Streets and Sanitation Superin-
tendent Wayne Sullivan said last month that replac-
ing and repairing the culverts would take about two 
months. Mayor Gene Melton estimated that the work 
will be completed by late October or mid-November.

Bob Smith Construction had a base bid of $379,000 
with a deduct of $30,000. The next-closest bid was 
Veterans Landscaping, which had a base bid of 

Cahaba River Society 
Executive Director Beth 
Stewart had a simple idea: 
Establish a fundraising 
event that brought people 
closer to the river to see 
firsthand the resource her 
organization is committed 
to preserving.

Little did she know that 
the decision to plant the 
Cahaba River Fry-Down 
at Trussville Springs 
would result in such a 
popular metro-wide event 
within just a few years. In 
2012, the third year, the 
event drew more than 600 
people.  The fourth an-
nual Fry-Down will take 
place on Sunday, Sept. 

29, from noon until 4 p.m.
The Cahaba has long 

been a pride for Clay, 
where the river begins, 
and for Trussville, which 
has built multiple parks 
around Alabama’s lon-
gest remaining stretch 

of free-flowing river as 
it passes through town. 
And the history between 
Trussville and CRS is an 
extensive one, so maybe 
choosing Trussville was 
as natural as the river it-
self.

“CRS was very pleased 
to be a resource to the 
Hewitt-Trussville High 
School design team to 
help think through how a 
big project straddling the 
river could be built in a 
way that not only helped 
protect the Cahaba, but 
also engaged the students 
for education,” Stewart 
said. “We met several 
times with the engineers 
and architects to explore 
ways to preserve as much 
forest along the river as 
possible, and ways to 
get rain to soak into the 
ground instead of running 
off to cause problems in 
the river, such as erosion 
and pollution. The result-

by Scott Buttram
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Construction on Phase 
One of the Pinson park 
project could begin as 
soon as February.

Landscape architect 
Jane Ross of engineer-
ing and architecture firm 
Goodwyn, Mills and Ca-
wood presented updated 
plans for the park at the 
Pinson City Council 

meeting last Thursday. 
Since Ross last brought 
plans for the park be-
fore the council, many 
changes have been made 
to the design. The new 
plans are based on find-
ings from a topographi-
cal survey done on the 
property, which is off 
Center Point Road be-
tween Sweeney Hollow 
Road and Glen Brook 
Road. They incorporate 
many existing natural 

features and place the 
main building on the top 
of the hill overlooking 
both the playground and 
the amphitheater.

Besides the play-
ground and amphithe-
ater, Phase One includes 
a walking trail, an event 
center, a maintenance 
building and a nine-hole 
disc golf course with 
three practice holes. At 
an estimated cost of $1.2 
million, Ross expects the 

project to be completed 
in 10 to 12 months, and 
no later than February 
2015.

The amphitheater will 
be made up of terraced 
grassy areas, capable of 
seating 230 people. The 
covered stage will be 
36 feet by 40 feet with a 
backing wall. 

The event center will 
include a party room 
with garage-style doors 
that open onto a covered 

patio, restrooms with 
shower facilities, a rang-
er’s office with a view of 
most of the park’s major 
features, storage, and a 
pump room and ticket 
booth for a future splash 
pad.

The splash pad, with 
separate sections for 
children ages 2-5 and for 
children 5-12, has been 
added as an alternate in 

The Pinson City Coun-
cil voted Friday to pur-
chase the Rock School 
currently owned by 
Solid Rock Church for 
$975,000. The 4-2 vote 
came in a continuation of 
Thursday’s council meet-
ing and followed an ex-
ecutive session to discuss 
the purchase of the prop-
erty. Councilman Robbie 
Roberts and Council-

woman Joy McCain vot-
ed against the agreement.

The purchase is con-

tingent on Solid Rock 
Church obtaining the 
former New Covenant 

Fellowship building on 
Pinson Valley Parkway. 

The new purchase 
price is $100,000 more 
than the original agreed 
upon price of $875,000. 
However, the new agree-
ment allows for limited 
use of the fields behind 
the Pinson Valley Park-
way property for PVYA, 
the youth sports organi-
zation. Specifics on that 
use were not outlined at 
the meeting.
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Seen at the 2012 Fry-Down: Rick Journey, Fry-Down 
MC, enjoys George Sarris’ cooking demo and stories.
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Area residents have a 
rooting interest in Sun-
day night’s Miss Ameri-
ca pageant. And that par-
ticular contestant hasn’t 
been shy about showing 
her allegiance, either.

Miss Alabama Chan-

dler Champion, a Leeds 
resident, University of 
Alabama student and 
former Miss Trussville, 
created something of 
a stir by showing off a 
houndstooth gown and 
matching shoes for a 
pre-pageant parade. And 
during rehearsals for the 
pageant, she wore a T-
shirt emblazoned with 

“Roll Tide” on it as well. 
Champion, 20, won 

the Miss Alabama crown 
in while competing as 
Miss Leeds Area. She 
previously competed in 
Miss Alabama pageants 
as Miss Center Point as 
well as Miss Trussville, 
no doubt demonstrating 
a resiliency and com-
mitment to the “process” 

that Alabama football 
coach Nick Saban would 
appreciate.

But the dress -– made 
by Ann Northington, 
it features a black top 
with a houndstooth sash 
and bottom, with “Roll 
Tide” printed down 
the front and the 2012 
Alabama BCS National 
Championship logo on 
the back -- has brought 
her nationwide attention 
already, especially from 
online sports bloggers.

One example comes 
from Tom Fornelli of 
CBS Sports’ “Eye on 
College Football” blog:

“If you’re one of the 
millions of Eye on Col-
lege Football readers 
who wish we had more 
Miss America coverage 
here, well, you are going 
to love this post.

“This year’s Miss 
Alabama, who is named 
Chandler Champion (se-
riously, that’s her name. 
The state of Alabama 
literally breeds Champi-
ons), had a special dress 
designed for her in the 
Miss America pageant. 
And the dress has a fa-
miliar theme.

“That’s, um, well, 
that’s uh...ROLL TIDE!

“Seriously, I may be 
wrong here, but I’m 
starting to think the Tide 
are just a little too impor-
tant to the fine people of 
Alabama.”

Chandler, a junior 

majoring in dance and 
broadcast journalism at 
Alabama, is a graduate 
of the Alabama School 
of Fine Arts in Birming-
ham. She’s actually not 
the only UA student 
competing in Atlantic 
City, N.J. Haley Wil-

liams, a junior from Sa-
line, Mich., a public rela-
tions major with minors 
in philosophy and art 
history, is Miss Michi-
gan.

ABC will televise the 
pageant’s final night 
Sunday at 8 p.m.

6730 Deerfoot Parkway-Clay-
681.3639 

We no longer double coupons. 

www.PeeWeesPawn.
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FLORIST 

Florist, 
Gifts & Art 

226 Main Street   
(205)655.8006 
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Chalkville Ace Hardware Inc
5715 Chalkville Rd

Birmingham, AL 35235-8627 
Twitter: paulatace
(205) 853-1066 

www.bettsace.com

Erik Carmack
Owner

A+ Tire & Auto Repair
1043 Gadsden Highway
Birmingham, AL 35235

(205) 833-1771

BARNETT FURNITURE
6961 Gadsden Highway

205-655-7049

ALWAYS AT A GREAT PRICE

YOU CHOOSE STYLE AND FABRIC

www.barnettfurniture.com
facebook/BarnettFurniture

106 N Chalkville Road
205-655-2116

www.bradenfurniture.com

Trussville’s Complete 
Furniture Store

Bill Turner, DMD
(205) 655-SMILE

www.trussvilledentalarts.com
Find us on fb @ 

facebook.com/trussvilledentalarts

• New Patients Always Welcome
• Most Insurances Accepted
• Sensitive to Your Fears and 
 Concerns
• Cosmetics, Crowns, Bridges 
 & FillingsTrussville Studio

We do kids parties!
Call 205-655-3958

or email us at 
trussville@sipsnstrokes.com

Tues.- Fri.
10 to 6
Sat. 10-4

6290 US Hwy 11, Springville Al 35146

Argo
750 Hwy 11

205-467-3444
205-680-4119

Dine-In
•

Take-Out
•

Delivery

Delicious Pizza, Pasta, Salads,
Hoagies, Stromboli, & More!
Private Party Room & Arcade
Perfect for Parties!

Pell City (Eden)
209 Cogswell Ave
205-338-5400

Print • Ship • Fax  
Drive Thru Service
1430 Gadsden Highway

Next to Starbucks
(205) 661-1188
www.parcelstoo.com

Business Center

GiGi’s 
Boutique

103 N. Chalkville Rd.
Downtown Trussville

(205) 655-4473
Open 

Tuesday - Saturday
Check us out on 

Facebook

**SPECIAL** 
10% Off Your 

12-Month 
Maintenance  

Contract

• Landscaping  • Irrigation
• Maintenance  • Fertilization

Licensed & Insured

(205) 960-9063
lamonslandscape@yahoo.com

LAMONS
LANDSCAPING, INC

Quality Turf Management

L L SEPTIC PUMPING
DRAIN CLEANING

Portable Toilets
Holding Tanks

Handwashing Units

www.wiseenviro.com

LocaL

205.520.9082

5712 Chalkville Road
Unit 104

Birmingham, AL 35235

www.PeeWeesPawn.com

"Big City Fashion...Small Town Prices"
 
Dance Wear
- Leotards
- Tights
- Jazz Shoes
- Ballet Shoes
- Tap Shoes
- Clogging Shoes
 
Miss Me Jeans
Silver Jeans
Girlie Girl T-Shirts
Handbags
Gifts/Jewelry
 

O’TOWN BOUTIQUE
6338 US Hwy 11

Springville, AL 35146
(205) 467-7626

Tutus • Tights
Leotards • Jazz Shoes

Tap Shoes • Ballet Shoes
Clogging Shoes

Miss Me Jeans
Silver Jeans

Girlie Girl T-Shirts
Katydid Tops • Handbags

Jewelry • Gifts

Sunday & Monday: Closed
Tuesday-Friday: 11:00 - 7:00 pm

Saturday: 10:00 - 5:00 pm

 (205)655.5260 
Fax (205)655.5259 

5800 Valley Road, Suite 110 
Trussville, Alabama 35173 

  

   

   Southern food with a homemade flair. 

Monday-Friday  
Lunch 11am-2pm/Dinner 4:30-7pm  

Sunday 10:30am-2:30pm 
 Saturday 8am-6pm 

 

 CALL IN OR ORDER AT THE 
DRIVE-THRU! 

Sherry’s Café  

Back To School Special:
Teacher with Music Education degree and 
30+ years experience

10 half-hour lessons
 for $200 (20% off).

All teaching materials
 included.

 Offer ends Nov. 1, 2013

All styles, beginners welcome

 David Knox • 205-903-9089

OF CAMP COLEMAN ROAD

205-655-3324

Located on 
Camp Coleman Road
(Next to Pump It Up)

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Michelle Dickey 
REALTOR ® 

311 Main Street, Suite 101 
Trussville, AL 35173 
Cell (205) 296-7097 

Office (205) 661-0662 
Fax (205) 661-0342 

michelledickey@kw.com 
www.michelledickey.com 

"Reader's Choice Finalist–Best Realtor"

Salon 2000 stylist
205 422 0563 - Cell

specializing in multi-cultural hair
Artistic Educator for Pravana

• Color/highlights • Cuts
• Multi-texture services 

5850 Valley Road
Trussville, AL 35235

Patrice
Daniels 
Healthy
Haircare
Specialist

TRUSSVILLE 

 
Baptist Health Center 

Pinson 
4360 Main Street ~ Pinson, AL  35126  

  
 

                                                   
  

              Pediatrics (205)681.8002                                                       Tamara Mason, MD                                                              Ann-Katrin Wilson, MD 
  

              Family Practice (205)680.4836                           Lefferage K. Robbins, MD                                                   Walter W. Wilson, MD                                                  
  

www.pinsonfmpeds.com 

The Trussville Tribune 
“Reader’s Choice Finalist - Best 

Realtor” Family Owned & Operated in 
Trussville 

OF CAMP COLEMAN ROAD 

(205)655.3324 

Located on Camp 
Coleman Road 

(NEXT TO PUMP-IT-UP) 

Your Single Source 
for Total Service 

 
 
  

 We’d like to have a special of 
“mention this ad and we will 
waive your truck charge for a 
savings of up to $25.00. 
  
We’d like to incorporate all of 
our trades somehow. These 
include Heating, Cooling, 
Plumbing, Electrical, and 
General Construction. Our 
website is www.trin.com. 

■ Heating 
■ Cooling 
■ Plumbing 
■ Electrical 
■ General Construction 

Mention this ad and we will waive 
your truck charge for a savings of up 

to $25. 

Trinity Contractors, Inc. 
561 Simmons Drive 
Trussville, Alabama 35173 
(205) 655-5099 , (205) 923-6595 or 
(205) 979-9258 
 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
www.trin.com (205)655-5099 

business builder ad (Feb, March, April 2013) 

Bentley
Realty Group

205-823-7058
bentleyrealtygroupinc.com

Joy Groce 205-413-5518
Kellie Robbins 205-401-5546
THE BEST REALTORS IN TOWN!

Choose an agent
that will work

for YOU!

Jean Thrasher
205-223-5570

TOP PRODUCER
2011  A N D   2012

Call

Jean Thrasher
REALTOR®

Faith  Household  
Cleaning Services 

Residential Homes 
Apartments  
New Construction 
Offices 

  
 FREE estimates 
205-422-5643 

BONDED~INSURED~STATE CERTIFIED  

s t o v e s - r e f r i g e r a t o r s - w a l l s  
b a s e b o a r d s - f l o o r s  

b l i n d s - w i n d o w s - g a r a g e s  

Latonya Smith, Owner 

James 2:20 Faith without works is dead. 
You leave the MESS, we’ll do the REST! 
We treat every home like it’s our own. 

AMARI
MARBLE &
GRANITE, LLC

We provide a variety of services for 
both homeowners and builders.
Our Services Include:
• �Fireplaces
• �Bathrooms
• �Kitchens
• �Laundry Rooms & much more!

(205) 661-1127
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm

Sat & Sun by appointment
1883 Gadsden Hwy

Birmingham, AL 35235

Former Miss Trussville takes stage in Atlantic City on Sunday
by David Knox

For The Tribune

photo courtesy of Miss Alabama Pageant

Chandler Champion rehearses for Sunday’s Miss America pageant.

photo courtesy of Miss Alabama Pageant

Chandler Champion 
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As our new patient, you will receive a free whitening kit worth $300, 
after  completing your cleaning and new patient exam. Plus, receive 
touch-up  whitening when you keep your 6 month cleaning schedule. 
Simply mention  this offer or bring this ad with you on your new patient 
visit. Offer expires September 30, 2013. Restrictions may apply. Call 
for details.

Dr Samuel D. Pierce
Dr Zachary B. Steele
Doctors of Optometry

Member of AOA and ALOA

Evening Appointments available
We accept most major insurance plans

Call for appointment

655-4838

1 in 4 children have a vision problem.1 in 4 children have a vision problem.

Call us today 
to set up an 
appointment.

Call us today 
to set up an 
appointment.

Piggly Wiggly Clay is now Piggly Wiggly Cost Plus! 
We will now sell items at our cost plus 10% added at the checkout. 
Come see for yourself how cost plus can save you Big!

At Piggly Wiggly Cost Plus, we o�er fresh meats, seafood and 
produce. We also o�er an excellent selection of gourmet imported 
& ethnic groceries. Don't miss our large selection of imported and 
domestic Wines and Beers.

Our Cost Plus store proudly o�ers delicious, quality foods. Store 
Management is always willing and able to special order any item you 
may request.

We no longer double coupons. 

6730 Deerfoot Parkway • Clay • 681-3639

“We will be confirm-
ing everything by our 
own appraisal,” May-
or Hoyt Sanders said. 
“Should everything 
work out, there would 
be another instrument at 
a later time that would 
authorize a general obli-
gation warrant upon the 
city that would be sub-
ject to council voting at 
that time.”

Councilman Joe Co-
chran said the historic 
value of the 1921 Rock 
School appealed to him 
as well as its possible 
uses.

“There are fields be-
hind the Solid Rock 
church today that could 
be used for youth foot-
ball, softball practice fa-
cilities, which we’re al-
ways short-handed on,” 

Cochran said. “The front 
portion of the building 
could be re-purposed to 
become an expanded li-
brary. You could have 
some city services run-
ning out of that building, 
as well.”

McCain said her op-
position came from fi-
nancial concerns of the 
purchase.

“I haven’t seen enough 
figures in our budget that 
said we can afford this at 
this time,” McCain said. 
“It’s a financial thing 
that I’m worried about. 
We’ve got so much go-
ing on that I don’t want 
to be stretched out with 
our money. I don’t want 
to take away from one 
project for this.”

Roberts also expressed 
concern over the expen-

diture required by the 
city to make the pur-
chase, despite his emo-
tional ties to the build-
ing where he attended 
school.

“I just don’t think this 
is a wise decision, given 
where we are as a city,” 
Roberts said, citing the 
city’s relatively young 
age. “I’m concerned 
about what we may have 
to give up to make this 
work and I don’t want to 
see us put ourselves in 
that situation. This is a 
luxury that we just can’t 
afford right now.”

There was no set time 
frame for the purchase, 
as the agreement is con-
tingent on several vari-
ables before the deal can 
be closed.

PINSON continued from page A-1

$383,604 but included an 
add of $43,397. Milam 
and Co. bid $384,689 
with a deduct of $266.67, 
and Abramson LLC bid 
$385,000. 

The other three bids 
totaled $421,675 with 
an add of $10,000, 
$432,119.60 and 

$434,000 with an 
$18,000 deduct. 

Earlier this year, the 
council approved Schoel 
Engineering to do the en-
gineering for the repairs 
at a cost of $30,600.

Green Drive remains 
closed from Norrell 
Drive to Trussville-Clay 

Road. The road is a pop-
ular link from Chalkville 
Mountain Road to Truss-
ville-Clay Road, on 
which Hewitt-Trussville 
Middle School is located.

Scott Buttram contrib-
uted to this story.

GREEN DRIVE continued from page A-1

Eight members of Girl Scout 
Troop 30981, all students at 
Paine Intermediate School, 
recently earned the highest 
award a Girl Scout Junior can 
attain.

Brooklyn Stooksberry, Cam-
den DeSimone, Caraline Cox, 
Caroline Rowe, Elise Tenny-
son, Isabella Vidales, Mach-
aela Charles and Summer Ste-
phens each received the Girl 
Scout Bronze Award for their 
project Warm and Fuzzy for 
Jessie’s Place.

The girls hosted an event 
where they taught Girl Scouts 
of all ages from other troops 
how to make hats and scarves. 
They also took up purchased 
hats, scarves, gloves and socks 
from attendees, which they do-

nated to Jessie’s Place.
Jessie’s Place, a part of the 

Jimmie Hale Mission, was 
established in 1998 as a ha-
ven for homeless and hurting 
women and children seek-
ing shelter while preparing to 
reach self-sufficiency. They 
become involved in daily life 
skills training, Bible studies, 
case management, counseling, 
education remediation, career 
readiness, and children’s pro-
grams including play therapy.  

The Girl Scout Bronze 
Award is the highest award a 
Girl Scout Junior (fourth- and 
fifth-graders) can earn. This 
award recognizes that a Girl 
Scout Junior has gained the 
leadership and planning skills 
required to follow through 
with a project that makes a 
positive difference in her com-
munity.

8 Trussville Girl Scouts earn big honors

photo courtesy of Girl Scouts of North-Central Alabama

Members of the Bronze Award winning Girl Scout Troop 30981 are Brooklyn Stooksberry, Camden 
DeSimone, Caraline Cox, Caroline Rowe, Elise Tennyson, Isabella Vidales, Machaela Charles and 
Summer Stephens.

by David Knox

For The Tribune

Phase One if there are 
still funds available at 
the end of the first phase. 
This splash pad design 
would allow for 90 chil-
dren to use the facility 
at one time. There will 
also be covered sitting 
areas for parents at both 
the splash pad and the 
nearby playground. If 
the splash pad is not fea-
sible in this phase, it will 

likely be part of Phase 
Two the following year.

Also discussed was 
the color scheme of the 
park’s buildings. Ross 
suggested blues and 
grays, but the council 
overwhelmingly rejected 
that in favor of Pinson 
Valley High School’s 
cardinal.

Non-related items dis-
cussed Thursday were 

Pinson’s new sidewalk, 
which city officials say 
will help increase safety 
along the highways, es-
pecially on game nights. 
The council also dis-
cussed moving the an-
nual Christmas parade 
from the second week-
end in December to the 
first weekend to avoid 
scheduling conflicts.

PARK continued from page A-1



For The Tribune

With deep pride and love, Tim and 
Ronda Odom announce the gradua-
tion of their son  Timothy “Wyatt” 
Odom from the United States Marine 
Corps Basic Training on Friday, Aug. 
30, 2013, Marine Corps Recruit Depot 
Parris Island, S.C. 

Timothy Wyatt Odom, a Hewitt-
Trussville graduate of the Class of 
2013, recently completed basic train-
ing at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, 
Parris Island, S.C. 

Pvt. Odom successfully completed 
13 weeks of training designed to chal-
lenge new Marine recruits both physi-
cally and mentally. Pvt. Odom and 
his fellow recruits began their train-
ing each day at 5 a.m., running three 
miles and performing calisthenics. In 
addition to the physical conditioning 
program, Pvt. Odom spent numerous 
hours in classroom and field assign-
ments, which included learning first 
aid, uniform regulations, combat wa-
ter survival, marksmanship, and hand-
to-hand combat and assorted weapons 
training. They performed close order 
drill and operated as a small infantry 
unit during field training.

Pvt. Odom also received instructions 

on the Marine Corps’ core values --- 
honor, courage and commitment, and 
what the words mean in guiding per-
sonal and professional conduct. Pvt. 
Odom and fellow recruits ended the 
training phase with the Crucible, a 54-
hour team effort and problem solving 
evolution. After graduation from Par-
ris Island, Pvt. Odom will be stationed 
at Camp Geiger N.C. for four weeks 
of Marine combat training. Wyatt has 
committed to a four-year enlistment 
with the United States Marine Corps. 

Trussville native
graduates from
Marine basic training

submitted photo

Timothy Wyatt Odom
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Outdoor Living * Pool Decks * Retainer Walls Fireplaces * Outdoor Kitchens * Patios

Architectural 
Pavers & Walls

Fall is coming!!!
Call APW now for free 

estimates to enhance your
outdoor living! From outdoor

kitchens to natural stone 
walls and patios, we are

your hometown 
hardscape experts….. 

Scott Denson
205-966-2312 

www.APWofAL.com
Visit us on Facebook

F
A
I
T
H
 

Faith  Household  
Cleaning Services 

Residential Homes 
Apartments  
New Construction 
Offices/Office Buildings 

No job is too big or too small. 
Call us today for a FREE estimate 

205-422-5643 
BONDED ~ INSURED ~ STATE CERTIFIED  

s t o v e s - r e f r i g e r a t o r s - w a l l s  
b a s e b o a r d s - f l o o r s  

b l i n d s - w i n d o w s - g a r a g e s  

Latonya Smith, Owner 

James 2:20  Faith without works is dead. 

You leave the MESS, we’ll do the REST! 
We treat every home like it’s our own. 

IT‛S THAT TIME...
Football and Tailgating time!! 

205-655-0313137 North Chalkville 
Road, Trussville 

Stop in and pick out 
everything you will 
need to make it a 

success!!

The city of Clay last 
week announced that it 
recorded the most tax 
revenue in the city’s his-
tory last month.

In August, the city 
generated $101,000 in 
tax revenue, beating the 
previous all-time total by 

$11,000. Clay incorporat-
ed as a city in 2000.

The new revenue came 
as a surprise, especially 
with the sales tax holiday 
tax-free weekend taking 
place that month, City 
Manager Ronnie Dixon 
said. 

The Clay City Council 
last month voted to in-
crease the city’s sales tax 
by two cents. Shoppers 

in Clay will now pay a 
10 percent tax on every 
dollar spent. This is the 
first time sales taxes have 
fluctuated in Clay since 
2003. Ten percent of the 
increase will be designat-
ed to Clay’s schools, 35 
percent will go towards 
public safety and the re-
maining 55 percent will 
be reserved for the city’s 
budget.

The city council last 
week did agree to spend 
$39,811 for an electrical 
generator for Clay City 
Hall. In case of a disaster, 
city hall will act as a com-
mand center for emergen-
cy response. Clay’s two 
fire departments already 
have generators for emer-
gency use. Dixon said the 
city could save $14,000 
by buying the generator 

at this time. The council 
also recognized Clay-
Chalkville High School 
wrestler Nick Weldon, 
who will be competing 
in the 2013 Journeyman 
Wrestling Classic in Ni-
skayuna, N.Y., on Sept. 
29.

The Education Founda-
tion Committee, an inde-
pendent fundraising orga-
nization for Clay schools, 

has donated 42 computers 
to Clay-Chalkville High 
School. The organization 
relies entirely on dona-
tions from companies 
and other foundations, 
with no funding coming 
from the Jefferson Coun-
ty school system or city. 
Of the 42 computers, 26 
are laptops. The commit-
tee has applied for 501(c)
(3) status.

Clay collects record tax revenue in August
by Lee Weyhrich

Staff Writer

The Birmingham 
Academy of Martial Arts 
in Trussville will host 
its Annual Free Family 
Safety Event on Satur-
day.

The free event to the 
public begins at 1:30 
p.m. and lasts until 3:30 

p.m.
The Trussville Police 

Department, Trussville 
Fire Department and FBI 
will be in attendance to 
share tips on keeping 
families safe. There will 
also be free children’s 
self defense, women’s 
self defense and men’s 
self defense classes. 

There will also be door 
prizes.

The academy is lo-
cated next to the YMCA 
off Valley Road in Truss-
ville.

For more information, 
call 205-909-3720 or 
visit www.BhamMartial-
Arts.com

Contact Gary Lloyd at 
news@trussvilletribune.
com and follow him on 
Twitter @GaryALloyd.

Martial arts academy hosting 
safety event Saturday
by Gary Lloyd

Editor

An information ses-
sion about the Trussville 
Cub and Boy Scouts 
is planned for tonight 
at Paine Intermediate 
School.

The meeting is from 
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in 
the school’s cafeteria.

The meeting is for 
boys and parents to bet-
ter understand what 
Trussville’s Cub and 

Boy Scouts programs are 
about and the role they 
play in the community. 

The Trussville Cub and 
Boy Scouts has open en-
rollment and the groups 
want parents, grandpar-
ents and guardians to 
consider enrolling their 
sons in Pack 216. 

Pack leaders will be 
on hand to answer ques-
tions and share the nuts 
and bolts of the program 
and the activities they do 
with the boys. 

To learn more about 

the program, visit www.
pack216.org or www.
BeAScout.org. 

For more information, 
contact Charlotte Stan-
ley at creative@alabam-
astanleys.com, Tony Ga-
gliano at tgservices4u@
yahoo.com or Andy Mc-
Clure at amotor94@aol.
com. 

Contact Gary Lloyd at 
news@trussvilletribune.
com and follow him on 
Twitter @GaryALloyd.

Info session tonight for 
Trussville Boy Scouts
by Gary Lloyd

Editor
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Trimm Landscapes is located at 
20 Cedar Street, Trussville, AL 35173

205.655.5942

Did you know that you don’t have to go out of town to 
buy your bulk materials for your landscaping. Trimm 
Landscapes carries, 8910, 57 stone, pea gravel, pine 
straw, shredded pine mulch, top-soil, and sod. 

We are open Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm 
and Saturday’s 8am to 1pm.

If you need a shovel full or a truck full we have it!

For the second straight 
year, a little friendly 
neighborhood competi-
tion between a couple of 
local libraries can ben-
efit area food pantries.

The Pinson and Clay 
public libraries are vy-
ing to see which can 
top the other during the 
Public Libraries of Jef-
ferson County’s “Food 

for Fines” drive.
The campaign, in its 

sixth year, allows pa-
trons to donate canned 
goods and other nonper-
ishable foods in place of 
paying their fines. Dur-
ing the month of Sep-
tember, libraries waive 
$1 in fines for each food 
item donated, up to $10 
per library card. Fines 
will be waived for late 
charges only, not for lost 
or damaged books.

Donations are being 

accepted at all 40 librar-
ies affiliated with the 
Jefferson County library 
cooperative. Last year, 
they collected 21,896 
food items, which was 
700 more food items 
than in 2011.

Libraries will be do-
nating the food to vari-
ous organizations in the 
Birmingham area. Like 
last year, Clay will be 
giving its to the food 
pantry at Clay United 
Methodist Church and 

Pinson’s will again go to 
the food pantry at Solid 
Rock Church. Pinson 
topped Clay last year 
in their competition, 
collecting 704 items to 
Clay’s 269.

Suggested food items 
include baby food, cere-
als, soup, canned juice, 
canned fruit, canned 
vegetables, peanut but-
ter, crackers, rice, pasta, 
pasta sauce, dried beans, 
side dishes and snack 
foods. Items that will 

not be accepted include 
dented cans, rusted cans, 
damaged items, open 
packages and home-
made food. Expiration 
dates must be visible, 
and the food must be in 
date.

Even if you don’t have 
an overdue item, the li-
braries welcome items 
for the food drive. But 
if you do have overdue 
fines, this would be a 
good time to get them 
wiped out. The PLJC di-

rectors recently voted to 
increase fines on books, 
magazines and books on 
CD from 15 cents per 
day to 25 cents per day. 
This will be the first fine 
increase in eight years. 
The increase applies to 
all 40 libraries affiliated 
with the PLJC. Fund-
ing cuts by the Jefferson 
County Commission 
and the state necessi-
tated the fine increase, 
which goes into effect 
Oct. 1.

Clay, Pinson libraries face off in ‘Food for Fines’
by David Knox

For The Tribune

Western square dance Sept. 23, Sept. 30
Kurly Q’s Square Dance Club will sponsor 

“Western Style” square dance lessons on Sept. 23 
and Sept. 30 at Purser-Ray Hall at Odenville Middle 
School at 6:30 p.m. For more information, call 205-
467-7907 or 205-525-5128. 

Wrestling at Palmerdale Homesteads 
Community Center

GCW Wrestling is the first Saturday each month 
at 7 p.m. at the Palmerdale Homesteads Community 
Center. The Mark Taylor Band performs the fourth 
Saturday each month, clogging and line dancing, 6 
p.m. to 10 p.m.

‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ is 
ACTA’s fall show

ACTA will present “The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe,” based on the classic story by C.S. Lewis, 

as its fall show. Dates are Oct. 4, 5, 6 and 12 (two 
shows) and 13. Tickets are $12 for adults, $8 for 
students/children and $10 for seniors (ages 60+). 
Call ACTA at 655-3902 for reservations.

Clay-Pinson chamber meets
The Clay-Pinson Chamber of Commerce will 

hold its monthly meeting Tuesday at Grayson Valley 
Country Club. A “meet and greet” period begins at 
11:30 a.m. with lunch at noon. Cost is $12. 

TASTE in Trussville is Sept. 19
Trussville’s Art Show and Tasting Event will be 

next Thursday at the Trussville Civic Center. TASTE 
will last from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. There will be various 
foods to sample from area restaurants. Mark Dunn 
will be back to provide musical entertainment. 
Tickets are $20 and are available at the Trussville 
Area Chamber of Commerce office.  A limited 

number of tickets will be available at the door for 
$30. For more information, call the chamber office at 
205-655-7535.

Cycle boot camp in Trussville
Misty Marlow’s cycle boot camp and spin class is 

every Monday at the Trussville Civic Center at 6:15 
p.m. For more information, call the civic center at 
205-655-2503.

caLendar

The Spydels will per-
form Saturday at a car 
show at Clayridge Baptist 
Church in Clay.

The car show and live 
performance will last from 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

There is no charge to at-

tend the event.
The Spydels got their 

start in the mid 1960s, 
made up of Hewitt-Truss-
ville High School students. 

Last year, three of the 
original six members 
joined with two new mem-
bers to play at Clayridge 
Baptist Church in a reunit-
ing effort.

The band last year con-

sisted of Arvel Crumpton, 
Linda Crumpton, Ray 
Wright, Buzz Payne and 
Chuck Hawkins. The other 
original band members 
include Joe P. Sims, Mike 
McKee and Billy Freeny.

Clayridge Baptist 
Church is located at 6712 
Old Springville Road in 
Clay.

Spydels to play at car show Saturday
by Gary Lloyd

Editor

file photo

The Spydels

Turkey Creek Nature Pre-
serve in Pinson has received a 
grant as part of the Five Star 
and Urban Waters Restoration 
Program.

Birmingham-Southern Col-
lege will lead bank and in-
stream restoration at Turkey 
Creek Nature Preserve along a 
100-foot stretch to support the 
vermilion darter – a species 
of fish found only in Turkey 
Creek. The project will reduce 
sediment to increase the dart-
er’s habitat range and decrease 
population isolation. A stream-

bank access point and pavilion 
will also be constructed.

Other areas receiving grants 
include Village Creek in Jef-

ferson County, Alma Bryant 
High School in Mobile Coun-
ty and Troy University in Pike 
County. 

The awards leverage more 
than $1.5 million in partner 
funding and in-kind services 
for stream bank and coastal 
restoration.

“These projects are success-
ful because they are based 
on partnerships among con-
servation groups, businesses, 
schools, landowners and many 
others,” said Matt Bowden, 
Alabama Power’s vice presi-
dent of Environmental Affairs. 
“Since joining the partnership 
in 2006, more than 20 proj-
ects in Alabama have restored 

more than 100 acres of wet-
lands and 6,000 feet of creek 
and stream bank.”

Alabama Power participates 
in the Five Star and Urban Wa-
ters Restoration Program as 
part of Southern Company’s 
partnership with the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the National 
Association of Counties and 
the Wildlife Habitat Council.

This year, Southern Com-
pany, the regional corporate 
sponsor of the program, is pro-
viding $202,439 to 11 projects 
that, combined with project 
and partner matching funds 
and in-kind services, will re-

sult in nearly $3.5 million.
“With the help of public, pri-

vate and corporate funders, the 
Five Star and Urban Waters 
program supports dynamic 
conservation work across the 
country,” said Jeff Trandahl, 
executive director and CEO 
of National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation. “These grants not 
only protect and restore the 
places that fish and wildlife 
need, but also enhance natural 
amenities for the entire com-
munity.”

Contact Gary Lloyd at 
news@trussvilletribune.com 
and follow him on Twitter @
GaryALloyd.

Turkey Creek preserve receives environmental grant
by Gary Lloyd

Editor

photo courtesy of Turkey Creek 
Nature Preserve

Turkey Creek Nature Preserve 
in Pinson



A new study released 
by the Society of Actuar-
ies on the impact of Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s 
Affordable Care Act on 
states brings good news 
and bad news for Ala-
bama.

First, the good news. 
The study predicts that 
the number of uninsured 
Alabamians could fall 
from from the current 
rate of 14.7 percent to 
4.9 percent assuming the 

state expands Medicaid 
coverage. Governor Rob-
ert Bentley has repeat-
edly stated that he has no 
intention of expanding 
coverage, so it remains 
to be seen if those reduc-
tions will be realized.

The bad news, accord-
ing to the impact study, 
is that the influx of cur-
rently uninsured people 
will drive the cost of non-
group insurance policies 
up by 60.3 percent for 
Alabamians. The only 
states showing a higher 
increase were Califor-
nia, Idaho, Indiana and 

Maryland, with Indiana 
leading the way with a 68 
percent jump in cost.

To be sure, not every-
one is in agreement with 
the figures produced in 
the study. Obamacare 
supporters are quick to 
point out that actuaries’ 
job is to predict costs so 
that insurance companies 
can plan ahead and make 
sure premiums cover 
those costs. Detractors 
of the study believe the 
SOA is overstating the 
numbers to err on the side 
of caution.

Study: Obamacare would 
increase Alabamians’ costs 
by 60 percent
by Scott Buttram

Publisher
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When I was 
growing up, a 
Friday night 

family outing often meant 
a trip to the old K-Mart in 
Roebuck. In those days, 
the retail options in Truss-
ville were limited, so to 
shop one of the big-box 
discount stores required 
a bit of travel. It was 
less than 10 miles away, 
but for some reason, the 
distance seemed greater 
back then.

We’d wander up and 
down the aisles, check-
ing out everything from 
the newly stocked mer-
chandise to the clearance 
racks. While Mama and 
I scouted for bargains 
among the household 
goods and clothing items, 
Daddy and my brothers 
headed over to the toy and 
automotive departments.

We ultimately recon-
vened at The Grill (the 
snack bar at the back 

of the store), where we 
sipped Cokes, shared a 
bag of popcorn and wait-
ed for the next Blue Light 
Special to come along. 

For the benefit of any-
one who may not know 
– or after all these years, 
remember – Blue Light 
Specials were surprise an-
nouncements of deep dis-
counts offered for a lim-
ited time, usually 10 or 15 
minutes, on specific mer-
chandise. A cart equipped 
with a flashing blue light 
atop a tall pole was rolled 
to where the bathmats 
or motor oil or whatever 
was displayed, and that’s 
when the fun began.

As the light was acti-
vated, an announcement 
came over the PA sys-
tem: “Attention, K-Mart 
shoppers! For the next 
15 minutes, we’re offer-
ing a Blue Light Spe-
cial in (for example) our 
girls’ department on pull-

over shirts for $1.50…” 
prompting the mothers 
of young daughters from 
all over the store to rush 
toward the blue light as if 
it were the end of the rain-
bow and girls’ pullover 
shirts were the gold. 

Speed was essential 
since supplies were al-
ways limited, and the 
desired size or color or 
quantity might not be 
available but a minute 
or two. And as inventory 
decreased, the possibility 
for all-out warfare on the 
sales floor increased.

I once watched in utter 
fascination as two grown 
women staged a near-cat-
fight over the last size12-
husky pair of boys’ jeans 
on the rack. I honestly 
thought fists were about 
to fly, and I couldn’t de-
cide whether to flee or 
stick around for the show. 
As it was, a salesperson 
stepped in to defuse the 

situation.
Depending on the 

item(s) offered, Mama 
might join the rush to the 
flashing light or send one 
of us kids to scout out the 
merchandise. We never 
knew what we’d leave the 
store with – a huge bag of 
sandpapery toilet tissue, 
a pair of ill-fitting $1.99 
Keds knockoffs for each 
member of the family or 
a giant economy-size box 
of powdered laundry de-
tergent that seemed to last 

forever.
One of Mama’s more 

memorable purchases 
was a package of men’s 
patterned boxer shorts 
featuring bright green 
shamrocks on white. I 
don’t think Daddy was 
especially impressed with 
his new undergarments, 
but he wore them anyway. 
Better new shamrock 
boxers than raggedy old 
plain ones, I guess.

At age 9 or 10, I con-
sidered the Friday night 
K-Mart excursions great 
fun. But as I moved into 
my teens, I began snub-
bing family time in favor 
of dates, school activities 
and spend-the-night par-
ties. 

Now, though, I’d give 
just about anything to 
experience one of those 
Blue Light Special nights 
again. No, they weren’t 
fancy occasions or big 
sporting events or beach 

vacations – all of which 
we also had plenty of in 
those days. 

They were just no-frills 
times of family together-
ness with a flashy touch 
of discount store excite-
ment thrown in.

And for my clothes-
conscious classmates 
who thought the white 
skirt with big brown 
polka dots and matching 
knit top I wore the first 
day of junior high was 
exceptionally cute: Yep, 
even though I would have 
DIED before admitting 
it, that outfit was a Blue 
Light Special purchased 
during one of those fam-
ily outings.

Now don’t you wish 
you’d gone to K-Mart on 
Friday nights back then, 
too?

Email June Mathews at 
jmathews120@charter.
net.

I spend about a quarter 
of my workday ex-
plaining this one to 

patients, so I’d thought 
I’d touch on it here. Most 
eyes aren’t perfect. Even 
if you think you have 
20/20 vision, it’s pretty 
typical to have another 
condition. But it could be 
so minor you might not 
even notice it. It’s called 
astigmatism and often 
goes hand-in-hand with 
other vision problems, 
like nearsightedness or 

farsightedness. Like these 
well-known vision condi-
tions, astigmatism is very 
treatable.

What exactly is astig-
matism? Well, in a per-
fectly shaped eye, the cor-
nea, or surface layer, is a 
sphere, like a baseball. It 
allows light to enter your 
eyes at the right angle and 
focus just so on the retina. 
That means your vision is 
sharp and crisp. But with 
astigmatism, the cornea’s 
shape is more like a foot-

ball than a baseball. This 
irregularity makes the 
light rays focus on two 
points on the retina, not 

one. This causes blurry, 
distorted vision.  Many 
notice this problem more 
at night, when astigma-
tism can scatter light and 
increase glare.

Most people have some 
degree of astigmatism. 
But if it’s mild, you may 
not even realize you have 
it. At the other end of the 
scale, severe astigmatism 
is most definitely notice-
able, causing blurred vi-
sion and sometimes eye 
fatigue and headaches, 
too. 

Whether you have mild 
or severe astigmatism, 

it’s completely correct-
able. 

For mild cases, you 
probably won’t need a 
prescription. Glasses or 
contacts are the ticket for 
more noticeable cases. 
Contacts come in a huge 
variety. Both rigid con-
tact lenses and soft lens-
es, called toric lenses, can 
take care of astigmatism. 
Rigid lenses are made of 
a breathable plastic that 
is custom-fit to the shape 
of the cornea. Soft lenses 
are made of gel-like plas-
tic containing varying 
amounts of water. 

Another option is vi-
sion correction surgery 
which can work very 
well in correcting astig-
matism. See your eye 
doctor for the best treat-
ment options for you.  If 
you have questions about 
astigmatism, please call 
our office at 655-4838.

Dr. Zack Steele is a 
2003 graduate of UAB 
School of Optometry.  His 
practice, Trussville Vi-
sion Care, is located on 
Chalkville Road in down-
town Trussville.

‘Attention K-Mart shoppers!’ Those Blue Light Specials
helped brighten Friday night family outings

Astigmatism could be cause of blurry vision

opinion

PRESBYTERIAN MANOR APARTMENTS
Income Based Housing For 

Persons 62 And Older Or Mobility Impaired
926 Overton Avenue
Tarrant, AL 35217

205-841-0682
Call or stop by today for an application and/or appointment

Professionally Managed By:                            

VILLA MARIA APARTMENTS
Affordable Housing For Persons Over Age 62 Or Mobility Impaired

Rent is based on Income • Gated Community
Two Beautiful Locations:

Call today for an application and/or appointment

Villa Maria 1
500 82nd Street South
Birmingham, AL 35206
205-836-7839

*Villa Maria 11 (*Must be over 62)
8132 6th Avenue South
Birmingham, AL 35206
205-833-0532

 
AMARI MARBLE & GRANITE, LLC

 
You can put your trust in Amari Marble and Granite, 
LLC. We provide personal service and exceptional 
quality. We have been in business for the over 30 years. 
Our unparalleled service, competitive prices, and overall 
value are why our loyal customers won't go anywhere 
else. We look forward to serving you!

We provide a variety of services for both 
homeowners and builders.
Our Services Include:
• �Fireplaces
• �Bathrooms
• �Kitchens
• �Laundry Rooms & much more!

(205) 661-1127
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm - Sat & Sun by appointment
1883 Gadsden Hwy – Birmingham, AL 35235

June Mathews
Somewhere in 
the Middle...

Dr. Zack Steele, O.D.



www.TrussvilleTribune.com Page A-7 •  September 12, 2013                                                                 

Hours:
Monday- Friday 11-8pm

Saturday 11-3pm
Sunday 10:30-2:30

"Where Mac N' Cheese is a Vegetable!!"

Take Out • Catering
5961 Chalkville Mountain Lane

Trussville, AL
Phone: (205) 874-6804

Fax: (205) 874-6801

www.thesoutherndiner.com
“Like” us on FaceBook

The Clay-Chalkville 
Middle School Band has 
been invited to perform 
as a feature ensemble at 
the Southeastern United 
States Concert Band 
Clinic. 

The invitation came 
this summer from the 
SEUS Board of Direc-
tors, asking the band to 
perform on Friday, Dec. 
6. The band will perform 
for more than 400 mid-
dle school band students 
and directors from Flori-
da, Georgia, Mississippi, 

Tennessee, Arkansas and 
Alabama. In attendance 
at the concert will be sev-
eral university and pre-
service music educators, 
as well as internationally 
known composer Quincy 
Hilliard.

Only two middle 
school bands throughout 
the Southeastern United 
States are invited each 
year. Flat Rock Middle 
School from Tyrone, Ga., 
is the other band invited 
to perform. The South-
eastern United States 
Band Clinic has been 
in existence 41 years, 
but the middle school 
version of the national 

clinic has only been 
occurring for the past 
15 years, making the 
Clay-Chalkville Middle 
School Band one of 30 
middle school bands to 
participate in the event.

Band Director Chris 
Walker said the invi-
tation comes through 
evaluation of the band’s 
history of success over 
the years. The Clay-
Chalkville Middle 
School Band has ap-
proximately 400 mem-
bers in the sixth through 
eighth grades. The 
band is under the direc-
tion of Walker and Erin 
McLaughlin.

CCMS band invited to
prestigious national clinic
by Gary Lloyd

Editor

The National Wildlife 
Federation is currently 
taking applications from 
organizations and groups 
wishing to hold a native 
tree planting this fall as 
part of its Trees for Wild-
life program.

Trees for Wildlife is an 
educational program that 
provides adult leaders 
hands-on science-based 
activities to help young 

people learn about the 
importance of trees to 
communities and wild-
life and how to plant and 
take care of trees for the 
future.

“Increasing urbaniza-
tion has impacted the 
nation’s tree canopy by 
reducing the number of 
trees within urban and 
suburban America,” said 
Eliza Russell, director of 
education programs at 
National Wildlife Fed-
eration. “Tree planting 
events provide oppor-
tunities to educate and 

prepare the next gen-
eration of environmen-
tal stewards, expand the 
world inventory of trees 
and protect and improve 
natural resources.”

Free native species 
tree seedlings are cur-
rently available to part-
ners, volunteers, schools, 
NWF affiliates and com-
munity groups. These 
trees have been donated 
for planting by NWF 
members and donors. 
All trees that are planted 
will be native to the re-
gion where they will be 

planted.
Applicants can choose 

from three different 
types of events in their 
application, either a tree 
planting at a physical 
location, a community 
tree giveaway or a com-
bination of both. Due to 

high demand, not all ap-
plicants will be accepted. 
The deadline to apply is 
Sept. 21. Applications 
are available at www.
nwf.org/trees/apply.

The National Wildlife 
Federation is also seek-
ing donations of trees 
to NWF’s Tree Bank. 
NWF’s Tree Bank was 
created through the 
generous support of its 
members to provide 
trees, planting supplies 
and educational resourc-
es to schools, commu-
nity groups and partners 

who plant the trees in 
their community. You 
may contribute to the 
fund by sponsoring trees, 
adoptions or donating.

Learn more about the 
Trees for Wildlife pro-
gram and how to apply to 
potentially receive trees 
for a community service 
project at www.nwf.org/
trees

The National Wildlife 
Federation is America’s 
largest conservation or-
ganization.

National Wildlife Federation offers 
free native trees for groups to plant
Organizations may hold tree plantings or give trees away as part of Trees for Wildlife program

CAHABA continued from page A-1
ing design -- the stream 
buffer and hillside open 
space, the bioswales in 
the upper parking lot, the 
woodland parking, the 
reuse of runoff for land-
scape irrigation -- is one 
we still hold up as a mod-
el to developers. Most of 
these river-saving inno-
vations also saved money 
in the construction.”

Stewart and her group 
had also helped Truss-
ville Springs restore the 
river to its natural state 
as it flows through the 
neighborhood and will 
serve as the background 
to the Fry-Down.

“More recently, we’ve 
met with the engineer for 
the stadium bridge, Rick 
Nail, to explore ways to 
have as little impact on 
the Cahaba as possible,” 
Stewart said. “Over the 
years the CRS Shane 
Hulsey CLEAN program 

has had a special relation-
ship with HTHS. We have 
brought many students 
into the Cahaba there at 
the school for hands-on 
science education. David 
Dobbs and his classes 
have also supported Fry-
Down for several years 
by providing volunteers.”

As the popularity of 
the event grew, so did the 
reach. What begin as a 
small local catfish cook-
ing competition with 
ecological education dis-
guised as fun for local 
children has grown into 
a metro-wide happening.

Of the 29 event spon-
sors, only four -- Amerex, 

Trussville Springs, The 
Trussville Tribune and 
Reich Companies -- are 
local. The remaining 25 
come from around the 
greater Birmingham re-
gion. Among those spon-
sors is Weld for Birming-
ham which has emerged 
as the pre-eminent news-
paper for metro Birming-
ham.

“Trussville is an impor-
tant part of our growing 
region, and we think it’s 
important to support fun 
events and good causes 
whenever and wher-
ever we can,” said Weld 
publisher Mark Kelly. 
“While Weld’s primary 

focus is on the city of 
Birmingham, we want to 
be a news and informa-
tion source for the entire 
region. That’s reflected 
in our general business 
plan, and in the stories 
we cover in our newspa-
per and online.”

So far, 11 cook teams 
are scheduled to compete 
in the catfish competition. 
A full schedule of chil-
dren’s events is planned 
as well as live entertain-
ment. The new edition to 
the event is the Fry-Down 
Beer Garden, which will 
showcase beers from lo-
cal craft breweries.

Hewitt-Trussville var-
sity baseball coach Jeff 
Mauldin will be the fea-
tured speaker at next 
Thursday’s Trussville 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce luncheon.

The luncheon begins 
Sept. 19 at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Trussville Civic Cen-
ter. Reservations are $17 
each and are due by noon 
Sept. 17. 

Mauldin, in his first 
year, led Hewitt-Truss-
ville to a 34-13 record, 
its best in school history, 
and reached the Class 6A 

state championship se-
ries in Montgomery for 
the first time in school 
history. It lost to Pelham 
in the state champion-
ship, Mauldin’s former 
school.

Mauldin has 428 ca-
reer wins. He compiled 
a 176-51 record in his 
six years at Pelham. He 
coached the 2003 Class 
6A state champion Clay-
Chalkville team, and fin-
ished runner-up in the 
title series in 2005 and 
2006 at Clay-Chalkville.

For more information 
about the luncheon, call 
the chamber office at 
205-655-7535. 

Hewitt-Trussville 
baseball coach to 
address chamber
by Gary Lloyd

Editor

by David Knox

For The Tribune
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New Home Construction - Award Winning Trussville City Schools - Starting at $199,900  

 Welcome home. Your future begins here. 

Teresa Aldrich 
(205)222-2213 

Perry Barbaree 
(205)599-6889 

Agent on Duty  

(205)599-6889 

Aldrich.Teresa@yahoo.com 

Monday-Saturday 
10am-5:30pm 
Sunday 1pm-5pm 

Gated Community – Underground Utilities – Sidewalks – Located off Highway 11 in Trussville 

Our approach to  
joint replacement  
can help you  
get on with  
your life. 
The Center for Advanced Joint Care offers a collaborative approach to hip and knee replacement. Orthopedic surgeons on the 

medical staff, certified nurses, specialized physical and occupational therapists, your personal coach, and many others focus their 

skills and support on a single goal. We’re here to help you get back to the things you enjoyed before being sidelined by joint pain. 

From your initial visit through your full recovery, our team is with you every step of the way. To find out more about the Center 
for Advanced Joint Care at Trinity Medical Center, visit TrinityMedicalOnline.com or call 205-592-1866.

Orthopedic surgeons are members of the medical staff at Trinity Medical Center. Patient results may vary. Consult your physician about the benefits and risks of any surgical procedure or treatment.

69366_TRIN_JointCntr_10x10c.indd   1 8/1/13   11:54 AM

Clay is home to the state’s 
“Cornbread Queen.”

“I’ve been dubbed that, but 
I’m sure I’m not. I’m sure 
there’s someone in the state 
better,” said Polly McClure, 
“but I’ll have to live with it for 
awhile.”

Fact is, no one cooked up a 
batch of cornbread better than 
did McClure, as she took first 
place in the Alabama Farmers 
Federation Women’s Leader-
ship Division Heritage Cook-
ing Contest last Thursday in 
Montgomery.

McClure said her winning 
recipe, Cajun Party Cornbread, 
is a favorite among family and 
friends. While the dish has a 
hint of the bayou, the ingredi-
ents include Alabama-grown 
products.

“It’s really an adapta-
tion of a recipe a lady at our 
church (Faith United Method-
ist Church), Jimmie Sue Foy, 
makes,” McClure said. “My 
husband and I both love Cajun 
food, and we wanted to add that 
Cajun flair to it. We got some 
Conecuh sausage, some Ala-
bama wild-grown shrimp, add-
ed a little bit of Cajun season-
ing, and that’s where we came 
up with the recipe.”

McClure, who baked the dish 
in a traditional cast iron skillet, 
described it as a Cajun pizza 
with a cornbread crust.

“It’s got that great cornbread 
flavor on the bottom with cream 
corn, sour cream and a little bit 
of Cajun seasoning,” she said. 
“On top are the shrimp, Cone-
cuh sausage and Monterey Jack 
cheese. All of that goes togeth-
er to make a tasty dish that can 
be a main entree, or served as a 
side. Our favorite side at home 

is gumbo, which my husband 
happens to make very well. 
You can also serve it with cole 
slaw.”

McClure, who won the Jef-
ferson County Heritage Cook-
ing Contest earlier this year, re-
ceived $150 as the state winner. 

The Heritage Cooking Con-
test is held annually to high-
light Alabama agriculture and 
to acknowledge the tradition of 
sharing and preparing favorite 
recipes.

McClure adds the title of 
“Cornbread Queen” to a list 
of others. She is the statewide 
coordinator of Reach Out and 
Read-Alabama, a literacy pro-
gram that promotes reading 
through children’s visits to the 
pediatrician, including coun-
seling about the importance of 
reading and distributing free 
children’s books.

She and her husband of 38 
years, Norman, are charter 

members of Faith church, and 
she is active there as well. “I 
guess I’ve done just about ev-
erything there is to do there,” 
she laughed. 

If that doesn’t keep her as 
busy as a bee, then there’s the 
other thing she and Norman 
do – beekeeping. “Norman 
has been doing it a long time. 
We’re starting to get our hives 
back in good shape.”

But right now, it’s the “Corn-
bread Queen” designation she’s 
wearing. Her husband shares 
her love of cooking, and one 
other thing they love to do to-
gether is prepare meals for the 
Ronald McDonald House in 
Birmingham, which provides 
housing and meals for families 
that have a child in a hospital. 
“We love to cook and we love 
to use our love of cooking once 
a month to do that. It’s a great 
thing Birmingham does for 
those families.”  

Clay’s McClure cooks up a winner
by David Knox

For The Tribune

photo courtesy of Alabama 
Farmers Federation

Polly McClure of Clay won 
first place in the Alabama 
Farmers Federation 
Women’s Leadership Division 
Heritage Cooking Contest in 
Montgomery last Thursday. 
The contest pitted cooks from 
34 Alabama counties against 
each other to find the best 
cornbread recipe.




