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Pets go missing in Maplewood; game warden investigating

by Gary Lloyd missing and one was killed. At Bradford, the county’s game evidence — eyewitness ac- because they’re “extremely, ex-
least three residents of Maple- warden since 2007. counts — is needed before it can tremely shy.”
Editor wood have seen a large “cat-type Bradford said the only cat that be completely ruled out, though No sightings or missing ani-

Jefferson County Game War-
den Kerry Bradford is working
with the city of Trussville re-
garding the missing small pets in
the Maplewood subdivision.

Bradford said it’s been re-
ported that several small pets are

animal,” Bradford said.

Bradford met with Mayor
Gene Melton on Monday to
come up with a plan.

“We’ll be working with the
city and utilizing trail surveil-
lance cameras to gather informa-
tion in areas of concern,” said

matches the description given
is a jaguarundi, a small, wild
cat native to Central and South
America. He said jaguarundis
are usually not considered as op-
tions because they’re not com-
mon or indigenous to this area.
He did say, though, that more

it’s more likely to be someone’s
exotic pet than a jaguarundi.

He said the “automatic culprit”
that comes to mind is a coyote.

“Coyotes are very common in
the Trussville area,” Bradford
said.

He said a bobcat is not likely

mals have been reported since
last week, Bradford said.
“Missing cats, small dog killed
are typical of a coyote being in
the area,” he said. “We do not
want to discredit anyone’s eye-

see MAPLEWOOD page 5

New
superintendent’s

contract approved

by Gary Lloyd

Editor

The Jefferson County Board of Edu-

Patriotic display in First Baptist

-

Trussville’slibrary honors military
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cation last Thursday unanimously ap-
proved new Superintendent Craig
Pouncey’s contract.

Pouncey’s contract was effective July
1 and runs through June 30, 2018, and
pays him a base salary of $228,000. Ac-
cording to the contract, Pouncey’s sala-
ry will increase by 3.5 percent each Jan.
1 based on him receiving a satisfactory
annual evaluation by the board.

Pouncey said he is “truly excited” to

\
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Rudd teacher
needs kidney
transplant:
‘The support
has been great’

by Gary Lloyd
Editor

Rudd Middle School special educa-
tion teacher Tracy Spraggins couldn’t
believe it.

She needed a kidney transplant and
her husband, James, had stepped up.
He was found to be perfect match,
down to the same blood type and tis-
sue type.

2d3 3

be the Jefferson County Schools super-
intendent. In his application for the job,
Pouncey said his reason for leaving his
chief of staff position with the Alabama
State Department of Education was a
“desire to reconnect with students.” He

see SUPERINTENDENT page 3
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hoto by Juhe Mathews

Gordon Harvey, left, and Richard Bailey in front of the Walll of Freedom

. by June Mathews to view the patriotic display, Freedom came about during
found s afe In they learned church mem- the spring when Library Di- y L
For The Tribune bership is not all they share. rector Connie Horsley and photo courtesy of Wayne Parham

Harvey, a Korean War vet- Photography
eran of the U.S. Air Force,
who later transitioned to the
Air National Guard, served
in the 117th Air Refueling
Wing, the same unit in which

Bailey currently serves as a

her team were casting around
for a different kind of sum-
mer observance. For more
than 20 years, the library
sponsored a summer reading
program, but in the past few
years, participation has been

Though they’ve gone to the
same church for years, Gor-
don Harvey and Richard Bai-
ley had never met until two
weeks ago. But there’s noth-
ing surprising about that. Af-

Texas

by Gary Lloyd

James and Tracy Spragyins

The only issue was his slightly high
blood pressure. He weighed close to
260 pounds but trimmed that to 198
in about six months. He wore a blood

Editor

A Trussville girl missing since last

Tuesday was located safely in Texas last ter all, FirsFBapt}st Church.of master serge‘aqt. dwindling, and ‘something pressure monitor, and it told the cou-

Thursday Trussville is a big place with The two hit it off. new seemed to be in order. ple that his blood pressure was still
Trussviile Police Department Lt. Jeff members often segregated by “Once you’ve serv;@ in Team member .JoAnn too high, and doctors at UAB said it
. . . age, and the two men are of any branch of the military, Mitchell came up with the | ould be “too risky” for him to do-

Bridges said 14-year-old Lindsay Alford different generations it’s sort of a brotherhood,” concept is wi e i

was located last Thursday afternoon in £ : ’ pt. nate to his wife, Spraggins said.

Common ground, however,
recently brought them togeth-
er. The names of both men
appear on the “Wall of Free-
dom” in the church’s library.
And when they dropped by

Harvey said. “I would have
never guessed that we had
this many (members of the
military) right here in our
church.”

The idea for the Wall of

Clay receives 5 resumes for open council seat

“Trussville is very patri-
otic, and many members
of our church come in their
uniforms for the Fourth of

That was June 4.

“We were devastated,” said Sprag-
gins, who was diagnosed with lupus
at age 6 and is now 37 years old. “We

see TRANSPLANT page 5

Baytown Harris, Texas. She was in the
custody of the Department of Youth Ser-
vices until her family could pick her up,
Bridges said.

Alford had last been seen last Tuesday
around 5:30 p.m. jogging along Queen-
stown Road in Trussville. She was
wearing black shorts and a black shirt
with “Swag” written across it. Bridges

see FREEDOM page 4

said the department had a runaway re- | by Gary Lloyd The city accepted resumes Halstead has been a member Facebook page earlier this
port and was investigating. through Monday. of the current Clay City Coun- month asked anyone interested
Bridges said the department felt “very | 70, Mark Halstead’s last day cil since November 2012. He in “taking an active role in lead-

confident” that Alford was not abducted.
He said she got in an 18-wheeler with
a truck driver bound for Jackson, Miss.

on the Clay City Council was
Monday. He’s leaving the city
council due to a relocation.

also served on the city council
from 2004 to 2008. He was also
on the city’s Zoning Board of

ing your city” to submit a re-
The city of Clay has garnered sume to Clay City Hall.

five resumes for its open seat on

Crime Stoppers and the Alabama Bu-

reau of Investigation were notified.
Bridges said the girl was located after

local and state agencies were notified.

the Clay City Council.

City Manager Ronnie Dixon
said the names of applicants and
resumes “are privileged.”

The city council will have un-
til Sept. 2 to appoint someone
to fulfill the remainder of Hal-
stead’s term.

Adjustments from 2000 to 2002
and the Planning and Zoning
Commission since 2002.

A post on the city of Clay’s

Contact Gary Lloyd at news@
trussvilletribune.com and fol-
low him on Twitter @GaryAL-
loyd.

Inside The Tribune:
News — pages 2 - 7
Lifestyle — pages 8 - 11
Opinion — page 12

Erik Carmack, Owner
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Group serlous about mlxed use development for downtown Trussville

by Gary Lloyd
Editor

It’s a project that could
help kickstart the revi-
talization of downtown
Trussville.

Officials from the Truss-
ville City Council, Plan-
ning and Zoning Board,
Downtown  Redevelop-
ment Authority and De-
sign Review Committee
last Thursday heard from
a group about a possible
mixed use senior housing
development for down-
town Trussville.

The meeting focused on
a possible amendment to
the planned unit develop-
ment portion of the city’s
zoning ordinance, which
could pave the way for a
mixed use development.

If approved, the amend-
ment would allow a
planned unit development
on sites of four acres or
more when situated within
the downtown district or
the transition district. The
acreage restriction may not
end up as part of the ap-
proval.

Real estate developer
Aaron Conley, Greenville,

photo by Gary Lloyd

Johnston Design Group’s Scott Johnston speaks to
Trussville officials last Thursday at Trussville City Hall.

S.C.-based Johnston De-
sign Group’s Scott John-
ston and The Cottages
President Cliff White pre-
sented their plans and
answered questions last
Thursday about the pro-
posed development, which
would be located on the
six-acre Wheeler property
beside Captain D’s in the
downtown Trussville area.
If the development even-
tually happens, the his-
toric home on the property
would come down.
“We really like
town,” White said.
The plan would be for
The Cottages, a Hunts-

this

All city councils
meet in next week

by Gary Lloyd
Editor

All area city councils
will meet in the next week.

The Pinson City Coun-
cil meets Thursday, July 3
at 6:30 p.m. at Pinson City
Hall, located at 4410 Main
St. in Pinson.

The Clay City Coun-
cil meets Monday, July 7

ONTRACTORS

Macnamcdl § Elecnical Contramars
Your Single Source
for Total Serwce

= Plumbing &
m Electrical

m General Construction

24 HOUR SERVICE
www.trin.com (205)655-5099

m Heating
m Cooling

| xTRUSEUILLE
Total Ca re

Heaplth 'qar y

Your
independently
owned
pharmacy.

(205)655-3455

at 6:30 p.m. at Clay City
Hall, located at 2441 Old
Springville Road in Clay.
The Trussville City
Council meets Tuesday,
July 8 at 6 p.m. at Truss-
ville City Hall, located at
131 Main St. in Trussville.

Contact Gary Lloyd at
news@trussvilletribune.
com and follow him on
Twitter @GaryALloyd.

205-703-6956

\

ville-based senior living
community, to construct
a mixed use senior hous-
ing development in the
downtown Trussville area.
White called it an “innova-
tive product,” which would
include an independent liv-
ing space, assisted living
space, small storefronts,
a restaurant, a bike trail
near Pinchgut Creek and a
small park. Johnston said it
would have a “retail town
center kind of feel.” The
mixed use development
would be pedestrian ori-
ented and would work with
the city’s downtown mas-
ter plan. The goal of the
development would be “to
engage” the whole com-
munity, not just the senior
living community, Conley
said.

The assisted living space
would likely be for 33

people, and the indepen-
dent living for between 75
and 95 people. The Cot-
tages has locations in De-
catur, Florence, Hartselle,
Hoover, Huntsville, Mont-
gomery, Mountain Brook
and Russellville, as well as
one location each in Mis-
sissippi and Tennessee.
“We are serious about
doing this,” Conley said.
According to a draft
of the ordinance, the
planned unit development
is designed to permit the
“flexible development of
comprehensively planned
projects which permit one
or more uses to be devel-
oped on a tract of land, tak-
ing into consideration the

compatibility of specific
uses with the surrounding
uses in accordance with an
approved master develop-
ment plan.”

Trussville’s Planning and
Zoning Board will hold a
public hearing about the
zoning ordinance amend-
ment Monday, July 14 at
6 p.m. at Trussville City
Hall. If the Planning and
Zoning Board approves the
amendment, it will then go
before the Trussville City
Council on Tuesday, Aug.
12 at 6 p.m.

The Trussville City
Council last year adopted
a new downtown master
plan. The main component
of the new revitalization

plan involves a major re-
design of downtown Truss-
ville, with the primary fo-
cus being placed on road
construction and commer-
cial property. The down-
town area extends from
Kay Avenue on the west
side to the Cahaba River
on the east side. It also ex-
tends north of U.S. High-
way 11 to Hewitt Street
and down to the railroad
tracks on the south side of
downtown.

Contact Gary Lloyd at
news@trussvilletribune.
com and follow him on
Twitter @GaryALloyd.

photo by Gary Lloyd

Should the development happen in the future, the historic home on the Wheeler

property would come down.
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Trussville agam pulls mayor, council salary adjustments from agenda

by Gary Lloyd
Editor

Perhaps the third time
will be the charm.

The Trussville City
Council last Tuesday
pulled  ordinances to

amend mayor and city
council salaries for the
next administration from
its agenda. It did so due to
a “thin staff,” Councilman
Alan Taylor said. Coun-
cil President Buddy Choat
and Councilman Anthony
Montalto were absent from
last week’s meeting.

It pulled the same or-
dinances from its agenda
June 10 for further review.

The city council next
meets Tuesday, July 8 at
6 p.m. at Trussville City
Hall.

The proposed ordinance
would increase the mayor’s
yearly salary from $60,000
to $72,000 and each coun-
cil member’s pay to $750
per month. Each coun-
cilman makes $500 per
month now, and the coun-
cil president makes $1,000
per month.

All the salary adjust-
ments would take effect
for the elected adminis-
tration that takes office in
November 2016, not for
the incumbent mayor and
council. If approved, the
salary can’t be changed
for incumbents. State law
requires salary changes to
be approved at least six
months prior to a munici-

205-833-1314

1053 Gadsden Hwy — Birmingham, AL - 35235

file photo by Scott Buttram

A former Trussville City Council, including Wayne Taylor, Buddy Aydelette, Buddy Choat,
Anthony Montalto and Brian Plant, discusses a sales tax increase in 2011 at the Trussville

Civic Center.

pal election. The next mu-
nicipal election in Truss-
ville is in August 2016.

The holdup at the June
10 meeting was a recom-
mendation by a council
member that the mayor
receive all cost of living
raises granted to city em-
ployees. The way the ordi-
nance was drafted, it was
unclear if in the following
administrations the mayor
began back at $72,000 or
if his salary took up where
the last mayor’s salary left
off, including any increas-
es during those four years.

The ordinance would
also give future mayors the
option to participate in the
employee health insurance
plan under the same condi-
tions and costs as full-time
employees. There are cur-
rently no provisions for
insurance for the mayor.
Council positions are part
time, and do not include
insurance coverage.

The rate of pay for all
council positions begin-
ning in November 2016,

should the ordinance even-
tually be approved, will
be $750 per month, an in-
crease of $250 for council
members and a decrease of
$250 for the council presi-
dent. The reason for the
decrease for the council

president is a belief that the
president’s duties are not
significantly different than
those of council members.

The mayor’s $60,000
yearly salary was estab-
lished in 1998 to become
effective with the admin-

istration that took office
in the fall of 2000. The
council’s $500 per month
pay rate was established
in 1995 to become effec-
tive with the administra-
tion that took office in the
fall of 1996. There was no
council president in Truss-
ville in 1996.

When the city received
the results of the federal
decennial census of 2000
in 2002, state law required
a change in the form of
government in the admin-
istration next succeeding
receipt of census results,
indicating the city’s popu-
lation had exceeded 12,000
people. Based on those
results, the city knew it
would have a council pres-

ident for the 2004 admin-
istration, and the monthly
rate for the council presi-
dent was set at $1,000.

Trussville’s current
mayor is Gene Melton,
and council members are
Choat (council president),
Montalto, Taylor, Perry
Cook and Brian Plant.

The city council last
week also pulled from the
agenda a franchise agree-
ment with Bright House
Networks. It will likely be
on the next agenda.

Contact Gary Lloyd at
news@trussvilletribune.
com and follow him on
Twitter @GaryALloyd.

SUPERINTENDENT continued from page 1

echoed that last week.

“At this point in my career, | really
longed to get back (to reconnecting
with students),” Pouncey said. “We’ve
got a lot of exciting opportunities go-
ing on in the state right now and edu-
cation is changing, ever evolving.”

Pouncey replaces Stephen Nowlin,
whose contract was bought out and is
now an administrative officer for the
remainder of his contract. Pouncey
was previously superintendent of
Crenshaw County Schools, assistant
state superintendent and deputy state
superintendent of education.

“My philosophy has always been
that educational opportunities for
students must be promoted and pro-
tected,” Pouncey said in his applica-
tion for the job. “This must be ac-
complished through a spirit of col-
laboration with all stakeholders in a
respectful and responsive manner at

chffwllgu*ﬂlywwztde
ﬁa&w/m&yawneedta -‘

photo by Gury Lloyd

New Jefferson County Schools
Superintendent Craig Pouncey
speaks to reporters last Thursday
morning.

all times.”

Pouncey said he plans to connect
with the business community to make
=
-

"

6842 0ld Springville Road, Clay/Pinson, AL 35126
(205) 681-1909 * www.mcenallysmercantile.com

sure students are ready to enter the
workforce, focus on academic im-
provement and develop a new strate-
gic plan for the school system.

“Through a collaborative effort, I
think it’s time for us to set a new di-
rection for Jefferson County,” Pounc-
ey said.

Bobby Neighbors had been serving
as interim superintendent since May.
Last Thursday morning was Neigh-
bors’ last board meeting as interim
superintendent.

“It’s been a very positive experience
for me,” said Neighbors, who was the
school system’s superintendent from
2000 to 2003. “T’ve loved every sec-
ond of it.”

Contact Gary Lloyd at news@truss-
villetribune.com and follow him on
Twitter @ GaryALloyd.

Hardware, Home, Garden
Grocery, Feed & Supply

A leading cause
of heart flutter.

1820 Tin Valley Circle at Hwy 11
(across from the Pants Store)

(205) 661-1667
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www.facebook.com/AlabamaWholesaleDiamonds
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JeffCo BOE amends bid
amount for Clay stadium turf

by Gary Lloyd
Editor

The Jefferson County
Board of Education on
June 26 amended the bid
amount for artificial turf
at Cougar Stadium on
the Clay-Chalkville High
School campus.

The board at its June 5
meeting approved Shaw
Sports Turf as the lowest
responsible bidder with
a bid of $480,000. The
correct amount is actually
$480,300.

The total cost of the
project is $516,664.51 and
will be equally divided
between the city of Clay
and the Jefferson County
Board of Education.

The Clay City Council
in May voted to enter into

phofo by Gary Lloyol

A look af the field at Couyar Stadium last month

a facilities use agreement
with the Jefferson County
Board of Education, in
which the city would
provide up to $265,000
— roughly half the cost
of new field turf — in
exchange for usage of all
school sports facilities
through June 30, 2029.
The target date for the

field to be completed is
Aug. 5. Clay-Chalkville’s
first home football game
is scheduled for Aug. 29
against Minor.

Contact Gary Lloyd at
news@trussvilletribune.
com and follow him on
Twitter @GaryALloyd.

1 injured in wreck on
Clay-Palmerdale Road

by Gary Lloyd

Editor

One person was
seriously injured in a
motorcycle crash  on
Clay-Palmerdale Road on
Sunday.

The Jefferson County
Sheriff’s Office responded
to an accident involving
a motorcycle and a car at

about 12:24 p.m. Sunday
on Clay-Palmerdale Road
near Brookwood Road.
The investigation
indicates that the driver of
the motorcycle crossed the
center line in a curve and
collided with an oncoming
car, said Sgt. Jack Self.
The 21-year-old female
driver of the motorcycle
was transported to the
hospital by Palmerdale

paramedics with serious
injuries. Her condition is
not known, Self said.
The driver of the car

was not injured.

Speed and alcohol are
not believed to have been
factors in the accident.

Contact Gary Lloyd at
news@trussvilletribune.
com and follow him on
Twitter @GaryALloyd.

FREEDOM continued from page 1

July and different patriotic
days,” Mitchell said. “But
we hadn’t done anything
patriotic (in the library) in
a long time. I thought it
would be nice to honor the
people who help preserve
our freedom.”

So a notice went out
via the church newsletter
and worship guides, ask-
ing members to provide
the library team with the
names of anyone in their
immediate families, liv-
ing or deceased, who had
ever served in the military.
The names, the notice said,
would be included on a
wall of honor. According
to Horsley, the response
was immediate and over-
whelming.

“We expected to get a
few hundred names, but
529 names were submitted
the first day,” she said.

While Horsley originally
thought a small portion of
a wall near the circulation

desk would provide plenty
of room for the list, the
nearly 700-name Wall of
Freedom covers the entire
wall and spills over onto
nearby soffit space.

“One of the best parts
of this has been the little
kids coming in to find their
fathers’ or grandfathers’
names on the wall,” Mitch-
ell said. “It’s such a history
lesson for them.”

In addition to the honor
roll, military memorabilia
dating back to World War
I and including flags, hats,
and jackets from every
branch of the service, is on
display around the library.

“We’ve even got a hat
from the WACs,” Mitchell
said, “and that was hard to
find.”

As one of the individu-
als being recognized by
the library’s patriotic de-
cor, Harvey is pleased, yet
humbled, to be one of the
people listed.

“It’s a great honor,” he
said. “I’m a very patriotic
man and proud to have
served, so this means the
world to me.”

And Bailey, while he’s
also proud to be a member
of the military, considers
his service at least, if not
more, beneficial to himself
and his family as it is to
anyone else.

“When I’'m in the store
or something, and people
see my uniform, they’ll
often thank me for my ser-
vice,” he said, “but I thank
them back because I've
gotten way more out of it.
So getting this recognition
is gravy to me and to all the
veterans in the church and
the military family mem-
bers of the church. I think
it’s a really good thing.”

Current plans call for the
Wall of Freedom and mili-
tary memorabilia to remain
on display through the July
4 holiday weekend.

Spring is coming and summer
isn 't far behind! Call APW now
Jor free estimates to enhance
your outdoor living! From
outdoor kitchens to natural
stone walls and patios, we

are your hometown
hardscape experts.....
Scott Denson
205-966-2312
www.APWofAL.com
Visit us on Facebook

July Jumpstart at Pinson
Valley HS July 10

by Gary Lloyd — * T
e — i g =

Pinson Valley High - — _
Schoolis hosting its annual Pl N SO N VA LLEY HIGH SCHO(
freshman orientation

Thursday, July 10.

July Jumpstart is from
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. that
day.

The cost is $10 and
covers lunch for the day
and a T-shirt.

“Attendants of this event
in the past have always
praised orientation as
being the best thing they
could have done to get
their school year going,”
a post on the school’s
website states.

Registration forms
are available at http:/

photo courtesy of Jefferson County Schools

Pinson Valley High School

news@trussvilletribune.
com and follow him on
Twitter @GaryALloyd.

pinsonvalleyhigh.jefcoed.
com and in the school’s
front office.

Contact Gary Lloyd at

Business briefs:

Icebergs opens in
Trussville

by Gary Lloyd
Editor

The Alabama Power Company team won
the tournament, Bryant Bank finished sec-
ond, and Jason Reese and Friends finished
third. Zeke Smith won closest to the pin
and Ed Davidson won longest drive.

Wintzell’s Oyster House is ‘“coming
soon” to Trussville, according to a post on
its website. The restaurant will be located
at 5893 Trussville Crossing Blvd. The
post states to stay tuned for information
on hiring and a grand opening.

“We look forward to being a member of
the Trussville community,” the post states.

A new Italian ice and gelato shop has
opened in Trussville.

Icebergs recently opened at 110 Glenn
Ave. in downtown Trussville.

In other news, the next Trussville Area
Chamber of Commerce luncheon will
be Thursday, July 17, and newly elected
State House District 44 Rep. Danny Gar-
rett will be the featured speaker.

Also in Trussville Area Chamber of
Commerce news, the annual golf tourna-
ment at Limestone Springs Golf Course
in Oneonta fielded a total of 82 golfers.

Contact Gary Lloyd at news@trussvil-
letribune.com and follow him on Twitter
@GaryALloyd.

jazzercise.

Music. Dance. Fun.
Sound like exercise to you?

Come join the fun! Trussville Civic Center. Contact Beth Gilbert (205) 966-9893
Facebook: Trussville Jazzercise

Trussville Civic Center
5381 Trussville Clay Rd
Trussville e 205.966.9893
Email: jazyygri@aol.com

50% Off Joining Fee

Offer valid at participating locations for new customers.
Auto-pay registration required. Other restrictions may apply.
No expiration date.




July 2 - 8,2014 |

The Trugshille Tribune

Page 5

MAPLEWOOD continued from page 1

witness account, but further evi-
dence is needed to determine, if
possible, if it is anything other
than indigenous coyote or bob-
cat.”

A June 23 notice sent to Ma-
plewood residents states that
one resident has lost a cat and
another resident found her small
dog “dead of severe injuries,”
which a veterinarian said “were
not typical of having been hit by
acar.”

Several more residents have
said on Facebook that they’ve
had their cats disappear recent-
ly. Some have said the animal
jumps tall fences and is ex-
tremely quick. The notice says
the animal is dark, has a definite
cat face and is two to three feet
long with a long, tapered tail and
green eyes.

If and when the animal is
caught, it will be relocated.

Trussville Police Department
Lt. Jeff Bridges said the depart-
ment has not received any re-
ports about the situation.

Bradford said the land being
cleared on U.S. Highway 11 as
a “borrow pit” for the Truss-
ville Springs construction could
have disturbed whatever animal
may have had a den in the area,
though he said that typically
an animal would move further

T o ]

The entrance to the Maplewood subdivision off U.S. Highway 11 in Trussville

away than an area as nearby as
Maplewood.

“That activity could definitely
be a disturbance and cause it to
move,” he said.

Bradford provided these tips
for residents with small pets:

* Don’t let your pet out by itself.

e If walking your pet, take pep-
per spray or mace because it
works well on
charging animals.

* Take a whistle because these
animals don’t like loud noises.
“All those things can deter

or run an animal off,” Bradford

said.

A coyote recently attacked
a small dog in the Innsbrooke
neighborhood in Pinson. Pinson
Mayor Hoyt Sanders said the
city has received reports of coy-
otes and feral hogs over the past
several years, and “increasingly

this year.” A 300-pound wild pig
was killed in Pinson in August
2013 when it was hit by a car
near Pinson Valley High School.

A small coyote was spotted on
a driveway in the Tutwiler Farm
subdivision in Trussville on May
16 at around 10:30 p.m. Some-
one saw it run down driveway,
stop in their back yard and just
look back. Clay City Manager
Ronnie Dixon said there have
been no reports of coyotes in
Clay.

A Clay resident, however, said
that she had contacted Clay City
Hall about coyotes in the area.
After having seen one coyote
walking in the street on several
occasions, she finally decided to
call Clay City Hall after a sec-
ond, larger coyote was spotted in
her back yard.

“We have had several cats go
missing over the years and I sus-
pect some have met their fate to
these coyotes,” the Clay resident
said. “Since we had a large dog
and these cats were not afraid
of her, I doubt they would have
realized the coyote was such a
threat.”

Contact Gary Lloyd at news@
trussvilletribune.com and follow
him on Twitter @GaryALloyd.

TRANSPLANT continued from page 1

could not believe it.”

Spraggins said the week fol-
lowing was “devastating” be-
cause not only was she not get-
ting a new kidney, but the pro-
cess had to start over. When one
kidney center denies a transplant,
patients can try at others, a pro-
cess that takes a long time.

“We’re not going to stop,”
Spraggins said.

Spraggins in 2012 was first
told she’d have to go on dialysis,
so her kidneys could live. After

an extensive evaluation, she was
accepted to a national kidney
transplant list. Spraggins said
she was “really afraid” at first,
and she didn’t know if she’d be
able to work. She likes working
at Rudd Middle School, with ex-
ceptional education students.
Spraggins does dialysis at
night while she’s sleeping, so
that she doesn’t have to go to
a center and can keep going to
work. Her lifestyle has changed
a little bit. When she and James

g0 on vacation via airplane, they
have to think three weeks in ad-
vance, so her dialysis equipment
will be there.

A fundraiser held in April has
really helped the couple finan-
cially. Spraggins has also re-
ceived phone calls and cards,
from family, friends and co-
workers.

“The support has been great,”
she said. “They have come
through 100 percent. We’ve been
really thankful.”

When the 2014-2015 school
year begins in early August,
Spraggins plans to be there,
working with her students.

“l wouldn’t miss it for the
world,” she said.

Knowing a donor is out there,
ready to give her a kidney, how-
ever, could come at a moment’s
notice. She could be at school
when she gets the call.

“I've got to put everything
down and say, ‘Hey guys, I
love y’all at school and I'll see

you in a couple weeks, a couple
months,”” she said.

Anyone interested in potential-
ly donating a kidney to Spraggins
may call her at 205-240-1476 for
more information. To give to the
couple, visit www.jamespjsprag-
gins.com.

Contact Gary Lloyd at news@
trussvilletribune.com and follow
him on Twitter @GaryALloyd.

at Trinity Medical Center. The experienced E.R. physicians and the entire team are committed to

For more information, visit TrinityMedicalOnline.com.

*Clinical professional is defined as a physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner. If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 911.

The 30-Minutes-
or-LessE.R.
Service
Pledge.

Emergency medicine is about three things: compassion, skilled care and speed. You'll find these

working diligently to have you initially seen by a clinical professional* within 30 minutes of your

arrival. If you need an E.R. fast, try our fast E.R. Once you do, you won't want to go anywhere else.

-
TRINITY

MEDICAL CENTER
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Rain, rain go away, come again another day

Weather a challenge for Trussville stadium project

by Gary Lloyd
Editor

Mother Nature contin-
ues to call audibles on the
Hewitt-Trussville Stadium
project.

As of last Thursday,
Trussville-based Blalock
Building Company had
been on the job for 296
days. Of those, 92 days --
or 31 percent -- have been
delayed due to inclement
weather, according to Na-
tional Weather Service re-

cords, said Blalock Build-
ing Company President
Steven Blalock.

“The stadium has pre-

the new football stadium

The site of Hewitt-Trussville Stadium after some rain last month

the site, signaling the be-
ginning of the project, on
Sept. 25,2013.

Trussville City Schools
officials are targeting Oct.
3 as the opening date for
the new stadium, when
Hewitt-Trussville  hosts
Oak Mountain. The Hus-
kies play two more home
games after that this sea-
son, on Oct. 24 against
Hoover and Oct. 31 against
Clay-Chalkville.

Regardless of the weath-
er, Blalock said the compa-

ny is making every effort
to get the stadium ready for
at least a home game this
season.

“We look forward to
opening the new football
stadium and also know it
will be a tremendous acco-
lade for the city of Truss-
ville,” Blalock said.

Contact Gary Lloyd at
news@trussvilletribune.

com and follow him on
Twitter @GaryALloyd.

sented its challenges with
weather this year,” Blalock
said in an email.

The Trussville City
Board of Education last
July approved Blalock
Building Company to build
Hewitt-Trussville Stadium,

to be located behind the
Trussville Civic Center.
The Trussville-based
building company was re-
vealed as the project’s low
bidder last year, with an
adjusted base bid — after

a $240,000 deduct — of for the visitor conces-

$13,353,900. After six al-
ternate bids for aspects of
the project — precast con-
crete visitor seating, multi-
purpose field lighting pack-
age and overflow parking,
kitchen equipment upgrade

sion, precast concrete for a
home side and visitor side
expansion and soccer con-
cessions/restroom building

— Blalock’s bid totaled
$14.,626,550.

hoto courtesy of Trussville City Schools

Ground was broken at A rendering of what Hewitt-Trussville Stadium will look like

Former Trussville superintendent begins new job

by Gary Lloyd

Editor

with Freeman.

2004 until 2012. In July 2012,
the Trussville
of  Education
approved a contract settlement

planning stages” in 2006. She
City Board said the new school system is
unanimously “building from the ground up,”

since no schools have been

Former  Trussville City
Schools Superintendent Suzanne
Freeman on Tuesday began her
new job as the superintendent of
the Pike Road School System.

Freeman was hired in February
by the new school system, which
formed after breaking from
Montgomery Public Schools.

Freeman was the first
Trussville City Schools
superintendent, serving from

photo courtesy of Principle
Portrait Group

Suzanne Freeman

Before her approval by the
Pike Road School Board,
Freeman was retired from public
education but was working as a
consultant for school systems.
Freeman’s obligations to
Trussville City Schools and
other school systems concluded
Monday.

Freeman said she consulted
for Pike Road with its “early

constructed yet. A school in the
Waters community will open for
students in K-8 in 2015. High
school students will filter into
Montgomery schools or private
schools until Pike Road can
have a high school.

Freeman in 2008 was named
the state superintendent
of the year by the School
Superintendents of Alabama
and in 2009 was one of four

finalists for National School
Superintendent of the Year.

Prior to that, she was the
superintendent of Cullman City
Schools since 2000. Freeman
earned a doctorate in curriculum
and teaching from Auburn
University, and had worked
for Auburn City Schools as an
assistant superintendent and
principal for the Auburn Early
Education Center.

Contact Gary Lloyd at news@
trussvilletribune.com and follow
him on Twitter @ GaryALloyd.

Our moving
services begin and
end with great
customer service.
We are not satisfied
until our customer
is satisfied!

Matthew Winstead & John Winstead, Owners

205.612.2445

movingonbham@gmail.com
movingonbham.com

Local, family-owned and operated
Licensed and fully insured

Full service moving/transport company
Estimates include all costs

Moving On, LLC also offers specialized
moving services to assist older adults
and their families in making the transition
from home into independent and assisted
living communities. Let us help make this
transition a "smooth move."
We have a specialist on staff to answer
== any of your questions.

Visit us on .
!;Facebsook www.facebook.com/movingonbham123
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_Baptist Health Center Pinson

4360 Main Street, Pinson, AL 35126 ~ www.pinsonfmpeds.com

Family Practice (205)680.4836 Pediatrics (205)681.8002
Lefferage K. Robbins, MD Tamara Mason, MD
Walter W. Wilson, MD Ann-Katrin Wilson, MD
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Matt Pitt’s travel restriction lifted

by Gary Lloyd
Editor

The travel restriction
imposed on The Basement
founder and youth
evangelist Matt Pitt as
part of a bond condition
has been lifted, according
to one of his attorneys.

Brian Ritchey said last
week that the agreement
between attorney Carmella
Penn and the district
attorney was dated June 6.

Pitt has often traveled
across the country for his

photo courtesy of The Busement

Matt Pitt

job as a youth minister.
Pitt still faces a charge

of impersonating a peace
officer in Jefferson

County in connection to
an incident from June
2013 in Grayson Valley,
in which he allegedly
presented a  Jefferson
County honorary sheriff’s
badge to Brandon Vessels
and Brad Lunsford after
the two Grayson Valley
residents found what they
believed to be a rifle about
50 feet into the wooded
area near their homes.

The Jefferson County
chargewasruledaviolation
of Pitt’s probation from
a previous conviction of
attempting to impersonate

a peace officer in Shelby
County. Pitt in September
2012 pleaded guilty to
impersonating a peace
officer after he allegedly
pulled behind traffic on
Interstate 65 near Calera
in May 2012 and activated
flashing blue lights.

He spent eight months
in Shelby County Jail
and was released on Palm
Sunday this year.

Pitt spoke in May for the
first time since his release
from Shelby County Jail,
saying his eight months
behind bars was “one of

the greatest experiences of
my life.”

“God uses every kind of
thing in my life,” Pitt said
in May. “He uses trouble,
He uses trials. Any time
I’ve been knocked down,
He uses the pit as my
greatest story. He’s always
used the craziness of my
life to reach so many more
people.”

Contact Gary Lloyd at
news@trussvilletribune.
com and follow him on
Twitter @GaryALloyd.

Safety tips for July Fourth

by Gary Lloyd
Editor

The Jefferson County Sher-
iff’s Office has provided tips on
how to stay safe during the July
4 holiday.

When it comes to fireworks,
it’s recommended that you and

that you purchase fireworks for

yourself, you should know the

law and follow these safety tips.

* It’s unlawful to sell fireworks
to people under age 16 unless
accompanied by an adult, or
to any intoxicated or irrespon-
sible person.

* It’s unlawful to explode or ig-
nite fireworks within 600 feet

closed building, or within 200
feet of where fireworks are
stored, sold or offered for sale.

* No person shall ignite or dis-

charge any article of fireworks
within or throw the same from
a motor vehicle.

* Use fireworks outdoors only

and obey all local laws.

* Always have water handy.

combine them. Never re-light
a “dud” firework. Wait 20 min-
utes and then soak it in a buck-
et of water.

Spectators should keep a safe
distance from the shooter and
the shooter should wear safety
glasses.

Alcohol and fireworks do not
mix.

sparklers of any type.

Report illegal explosives to
the fire or police department
in your community. If you live
within the city limits check
with your local police or may-
or’s office about restrictions on
fireworks.

Contact Gary Lloyd at news@

your family go to see a show put
on by professionals. In the event

of any church, hospital, asy- e
lum, public school or any en-

Only use fireworks as intend-
ed. Don’t try to alter them or

Only persons over the age of
12 should be allowed to handle

trussvilletribune.com and follow
him on Twitter @GaryALloyd.

Another corrugated pipe in Trussville

by Gary Lloyd
Editor
The Trussville City

Council last week autho-
rized Mayor Gene Melton
to hire Milam and Com-
pany to repair a corrugated
pipe on Yvonne Street on
the south side of the city.
Melton called it an
“emergency order,” and

e

Milam and Company will
be paid to repair the pipe
on a time and equipment
use basis.

Melton said he wasn’t
yet sure how much it would
cost to fully repair the area.

The city of Trussville
hasn’t been a stranger

to road repairs recently.
Green Drive was closed
from May 2013 to Janu-
ary due to a collapsed cul-

vert because of stormwater
washing away soil beneath
the road. Bob Smith Con-
struction repaired the issue
for $379,000.

Also last year, the city
spent $56,800 with Milam
and Company to repair a
collapsed drainage pipe
38 feet below the surface
in front of Chevron on
Chalkville Mountain Road.
The gaping hole near Ser-

SERVICES, INC.

24 HR PLUMBING & HVAC

Unit Change-Outs

¢ New Construction

For Service:

(205) 229-2090
Fax: (205) 951-3450

e 24-Hour HVAC & Plumbing Services

No Overtime Charges
Authorized Heil Dealer

10% off ¥© “‘
first serVice
call Today'

LS

HEATING & COOLING PRODUCTS

b
|

e
11111

vice Road and Chalkville
Mountain Road was de-
clared a public safety emer-
gency prior to its repairing.

Melton said last week
that the rehabilitation of
North Chalkville Road be-
tween Rock Ridge Avenue
and Hewitt Street is “going
good.” Dunn Construction
is performing the work for
$517,911.43.

The roadbed of North

Chalkville Road is in poor
shape, which causes the
wear surface not to hold
up. The design is to rebuild
the road entirely, including
the base, the binder course
that secures the base and
the seal coat, as well as
curb and gutter repair and
sidewalk repair. Melton
said some dead trees will
be taken down during the
completion of the project.

One block will be re-
paired at a time so that de-
tours can be taken, Melton
said. The goal is to re-open
this stretch of road before
school begins in August.

Contact Gary Lloyd at
news@trussvilletribune.
com and follow him on
Twitter @ GaryALloyd.
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Dr Samuel D. Pierce

Dr Zachary B. Steele
Doctors of Optometry
Member of AOA and ALOA
Evening Appointments available
We accept most major insurance plans
Call for appointment

655-4838

Treating Patients in a Better Way

We specialize in skin cancer detection and

treatment including: Biopsies, Full-Body Skin
Exams, Mole Checks, Skin Cancer Surgery and
Reconstruction.

Seeing patients every Tuesday in the Pell City
office or Monday, Wednesday and Thursday in the
St. Vincent’s East office.

Elena M. Llivina, MD

\\\

Give us a call today to set up your appointment.
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DERMATOLOGY AND SURGERY

St. Vincent’s St. Clair - Outpatient Clinic
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St. Vincent’s East -Trussville Office

48 Medical Park Dr. East
(Suite458) Birmingham, AL 35235

7063 Veterans Pkwy
Pell City, AL 35125

205-838-1811
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Exchange studet program open 1n Alabaa

by Gary Lloyd
Editor

A program is open for those who want
to share America with an exchange
student from another country.

Local families are invited to host an
exchange student sponsored by Program
of Academic Exchange.

“Hosting an exchange student not only
is an opportunity to share what you most
love about the U.S., it helps you to see the
U.S. through fresh eyes,” said Community
Coordinator Rebecca Kinney.

Kinney manages exchange student
ambassadors that are a little different from
“regular” exchange students. The students
she manages have competed against tens
of thousands of other exchange students
for the opportunity to take part in U.S.
State Department leadership programs.
The students are awarded scholarships
to come to the U.S. to learn leadership
skills and take part in community service
projects so they can take the practice
of volunteerism back to their home
countries, where they will work for two
years on community service.

Kinney’s local group of student
ambassadors was recently rewarded
with a trip to the United Nations in New
York City for every member of the group
doing more than 100 community service
hours in Alabama, as well as doing many
cultural presentations for their classmates
and communities.

The 2013-2014 student ambassadors
included three at Hewitt-Trussville High

FREE ESTIV:
Insured E@Eﬁae
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submitted photo

The 2013-2014 student ambassadors, representing Monte Negro (Oak Mountain HS), Russia (Bob Jones HS), Spain (Randolph School),
Russia — Altai region (Chelsea HS), Kazakhstan (Hewitt-Trussville HS), Turkey (Hewitt-Trussville HS), Jordan (Oak Mountain HS), Moldova
(Hewitt-Trussville HS), and Indonesia and Egypt (both Clay-Chalkville HS)

School and two at Clay-Chalkville High
School.

PAX students arrive to the U.S. for the
upcoming school year in August. They
are 15-18 years old, have studied English
for three years, and are motivated to learn
more about the U.S. by attending high
school and living with a host family. They
are covered by comprehensive medical
insurance and have their own spending
money.

Volunteer host families provide PAX
students with a warm and supportive
home environment, a seat at the family
dinner table, a bed, a quiet place to study,
and encouragement to engage in everyday
American life.

The 2014-2015

incoming  student

recelve 10 / off'

(205)680-3961

. (205)856-6232

www.brianstree.com

ambassadors are:
* 16-year-old Abraham from Liberia, a
special needs student who’s interested
in computers, reading, writing and
mechanics
* 16-year-old Ghassan from Lebanon,
who’s interested in soccer, swimming,
running, camping, cycling, chess and
cards
e 17-year-old Koro from Indonesia,
who hopes to be a future “National
Geographic” photographer, and enjoys
writing, tennis, radio and graphic design
* 15-year-old Anika from Bangladesh,
who enjoys dance, poetry, singing,
volunteering, reading and running
* 15-year-old Izabells from the
Republic of Georgia, who enjoys guitar,

piano, dance, painting, photography,

reading and cycling

e Ecaterina from Moldova, whose

interests are school radio, volunteering,

meditating and environmental issues

* Anastasiya from Turkmenistan, who

enjoys jogging, reading, photography,

cycling, basketball and acting

e Mariam from Egypt, who enjoys

gymnastics, soccer, swimming, karate

and drawing

e Khapiya from Kazakhstan, who

enjoys volleyball, swimming, ice

skating, reading, photography, chess,

community service and drawing

For more information, call PAX at 205-
542-6165 or visit www.pax.org.

Kid friendly supper will be served nightly.
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