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Legal concerns force Clay to to rescind vote on tax earmarks

by Lee Weyhrich

Staff Writer

When Clay City Council voted
in their last meeting to take the
earmarks off a five-mill property
tax, the vote was not done legally,
according to state law.

Councilman Ricky Baker
cited Alabama Code 11-45-2(b)
which states “No ordinance
or resolution intended to be of

permanent operation shall be
adopted by the council at the same
meeting at which it is introduced,
unless unanimous consent of
those present is given for the
immediate  consideration of
such ordinance or resolution...”.
Baker also cited the League of
Municipalities handbook which
states that an ordinance of this
nature may only be changed by
means of another ordinance, and
that the ordinance must be voted

on as written in its entirety.

Since the earmark change was
introduced during mayor and
council comments as a motion,
was not read as a whole, and was
not voted on during unanimous
consent, the change did not
actually pass into law.

“It needs to be rescinded
tonight, a new one needs to
be written, read at the next
meeting and either placed under
unanimous consent at the next

meeting, or read at the next
meeting and voted on at the
following meeting,” Baker said.
The council voted unanimously
to rescind the previous motion in
order to straighten out the error.
Councilman Bo Johnson stated
his goal in attempting to remove
the earmarks was to keep the
money from being untouchable
in the event a police force or
school system was not feasible.
He still hoped much of that

funding would go to improving
schools and public safety.

At least one Clay resident
expressed his wish that the
earmarks stay in place.

“I'm here to register my
position in regard to your
recent action which removed
the schools and police force as
earmarks that were attached to
the recently passed 5-mill ad

see CLAY page 4

Summer
reading
program makes
proud readers

by Chris Yow

Editor

submitted photo

Children dress up in costumes during a
costume party at the library.

The Trussville City Library enjoyed
another successful summer reading
program this summer, and that’s
something for which readers can be
proud. The annual program brought in
more than 1,100 children from ages birth
to 5th grade this year, and added a little
more than 500 teens and adults as well.

Children’s Librarian Becky Burchfield
said she was very excited, along with
the children to have such a successful
program.

The summer reading program offers
anyone of any age the chance to track
their reading by filling out log books and
receiving rewards for meeting reading

see LIBRARY page 5
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Road work on Chalkville Road between Poplar Street and Green Drive is almost
complete, and work will begin on Poplar Street soon.

by Chris Yow
Editor

The City of Trussville has taken several
steps to improve roads throughout the
city lately. Current projects include minor
finishing touches to Chalkville Road,
including striping and raised pavement
markers, but those projects won’t be
completed until Poplar Street is complete as
well according to Wayne Sullivan, director
of the street department.

Sullivan said the traffic on Poplar Street
will likely be down to one lane at a time
as the project moves along. The city plans

to begin on Poplar Street as soon as the

weather permits. Until that time, traffic
lights in the area will remain on timers.

Mary Taylor Road is open once again,
and drivers can expect the road to remain
open and construction free until Magnolia
Elementary gets closer to opening.

The city also recently passed a resolution
to allow the Alabama Department of
Transportation to resurface the area of
Interstate 59 from Chalkville Road to
Edwards Lake Road.

ALDOT is also in the pre-construction
phase of adding a lane to the I-459 and U.S.
11 ramp according to Jefferson County
Public Information deputy Linda Crockett.
Construction on that should begin within
the week she said.

Local authors

release pair of
books

by Chris Yow
Editor

Trussville residents Pat and Karen
Schlatzline have been ministering
across the globe for almost 20 years,
and Pat has written a total of three books
helping others and ministering to many
who may not have any background in
churches or the Bible. Karen has just
written her first book, set for release in
September.

Pat recently released his latest work
“Unqualified” on June 2, and the website
for the book gives a little background
into what readers can expect from the
work.

The website states on its homepage,
“Maybe you have a tainted past. You
let yourself get pulled into promiscuity,
drugs, sabotage, or theft. Maybe you’ve
never had any of these major struggles,
but you still battle insecurity. You can’t
imagine God would ever use you! You’re
completely unqualified. But the truth is
God wants to use you exactly where you
are because you are unqualified.”

Pat stated he wrote the book to
minister not only to Christians who feel
unworthy of being used by God, but
even to unbelievers who feel like all
hope is lost.

“This book is about the fear of feeling
unqualified,” Pat said. “It’s for anyone
who has ever felt like they were not
good enough for God to use.

“No matter your history or what

see BOOKS page 3
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Joint project could help Floyd

Here is The Trussville weather conditions in page by scanning the QR Bra dfo rd Road be paved
Tribune’s area weather Trussville, Clay, and code below with your
forecast for the next Pinson,see The Trussville smartphone. by Chris Yow Davis reports the project, a road surface
seven days. For current Tribune weather web improvement project of Floyd Bradford
Editor Road, will cost a total close to $1 million,

and that cost will be divided among the
municipalities. Jefferson County is slated
to pay the bulk of the cost with a $649 452
commitment.

Trussville would pay $174,860 in the
current agreement. Trussville Mayor Gene
Melton said that number could decrease
depending on private support.

WEATHER FORECAST

Truwsgville - Clay -

SAT

() TRussyILLE
= Joint project could help Floyd Bradford
Road be paved
The Birmingham City Council plans to
vote this week on a joint services agreement
allowing Mayor William Bell and the city
of Birmingham to work with the cities of
Irondale, Leeds and Trussville according to
Bryan Davis of the Birmingham Business
Journal.

see PAVING page 3
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NEWS

Trussville woman guilty of conspiracy to defraud

From staff reports

A former employee of
Serra Nissan was convicted
of conspiracy to commit
fraud by a federal jury last
week. Kimberly H. Branch,
34, of Trussville, was
convicted after three days
of testimony. Branch was
acquitted of 15 counts of
wire fraud. No sentencing
date has been set, and

Branch remains free on
bond.

“Whether it is consumer
or corporate victims, my
office takes fraud very
seriously and will continue
to prosecute those who
deceive and cheat other,”
U.S. Attorney Joyce White
Vance said in a release.

Court testimony showed
Branch, among others,
falsified  sales  reports

submitted by wire to Nissan
between March 2013 and
April 2013 according to
the press release. Serra
Nissan then received sales
incentive payments it did
not earn.

The sales reports showed
15 specific vehicles were
sold at the Birmingham
dealership, but  were
actually sold at Serra
Visser Nissan in Cullman.

The process is sometimes
called “pooling sales” and
occurs when a dealer who
owns or is associated with
more than one dealership
combines or attributes
sales from one dealership
to another in order to meet
sales incentives levels that
each dealership would not
reach on its own the release
said.
The

total  unearned

incentives pay equaled
$82,750 from Nissan of
North America to the
dealership.

Randy Visser, general
manager of Serra Nissan,
entered a guilty plea in
July to conspiracy to
defraud Nissan North
America through incentive
programs. Visser admitted
he directed employees of
the Birmingham dealership

to failfy reports in order
to pool sales from the
Cullman dealership. He is
set to be sentenced Nov. 17.

Eight other Serra Nissan
managers or salesmen
pleaded  guilty  early
this year in a separate
conspiracy to boost loan
approvals and car sales by
creating and submitting
falsified loan documents to
lenders.

LIBRARY continued from page 1

goals.

“Having a set goal really
encourages kids to read
and meet those goals,”
Burchfield said. “The kids
definitely don’t want to be
the ones who don’t get their
reward, so they meet those
goals.”

The Trussville area has
a very active readership
at all ages, according to
Burchfield. After working
in other Jefferson County
libraries, she said the
Trussville kids are proud
of their accomplishments
and get a little more excited
about reading than other
places.

“These kids really enjoy
reading. They have a great
time with the activities, and
we’re proud for them,” she
said.

submitted photo

Adults enjoyed classes as well in the program. Here a class
leams about glass art during the summer reading program.

The program will feature
several activities throughout
the summer, and along with
those activities, the library
will assign books on a
similar subject, making the
kids more interested in the
books after the activity.

“Having activities makes
a big difference here
because everyone loves to
interact with each other,
and we want people to
know that reading is fun,”
Burchfield said.

The library had just shy
of 65,000 visits over the
summer and more than
3,000 people attended the
program.

The library will also be
holding its annual book sale
Aug. 20-23, and will have
several books that have
never been available for

submitted photo

XXXX shows off a bearded dragon during a presentation as

children gather around to learn.

purchase before. The sale
will be held in the Library

Meeting Room  during
regular business hours.

SouthPoint Bank

The Trussville Area
Chamber of Commerce
(TACC) hosted a ribbon
cutting for the new
building of SouthPoint
Bank on Friday, August 14.

SouthPoint Bank is now
located at 7278 Gadsden
Highway in Trussville on
the other side of the Publix
parking lot.

submitted photo

Shown in the photo are (I. fo r.): TACC Board President
Melissa Jones; City Councilman Alan Taylor; Ted Wood,
Butch Motley, Rob Richardson, Christy Smith, Branch
Manager Donika Roll, Becky Knowles, and President/CEO
Steve Smith, all from SouthPoint Bank; City Councilman
Brian Plant; TACC Board Members Michael Lynam and
June Mathews; and TACC Executive Director Diane Poole.

% Keystone

SAMUTAL L

8178 Gadsden Hwy
Suite 104
205-655-7526

www.keystonefingrp.com

"CipmY CHILDREN'S

DAY OUT &
) ”.ﬂ ,PRESCHOOL

Chwistiom Acadewsy 9am-2pm
Ages 6 weeks-5K
Affordable
A Beka Curriculum
Music / Spanish

LOVING, safe, Christian
learning environment.

205-661-1030

www.clearbranch.org

ATRUSSVILLE
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valorem property tax,
resident Rick Barlock said.
“The 5-mill increase was
sold to the public with the
promise that the money
generated by it would be
used for improving both
the city’s schools and its
police force. To renege
on that promise without
public input is to betray the
public’s trust.”

Baker also laid out the

basic plans and expenses
for a possible Clay police
force. With the combined
property tax added to what
the council already spends
on contract deputies, Baker
believes there should be
more than enough money
to support the police
force, and even more if the
council chose to only buy
one new police vehicle

patrol cars in current use
rather than buy all the
vehicles at once.

He also believes the
proposed police force can
use an existing structure
such as at Cosby Lake or
City Hall.

The court system would
likely pay for itself but,
according to Baker, some
area court systems actually
put money back into the

city.

Baker presented his
proposal to the council
to be voted on at a later
date. A public meeting
will be held September 21
at 5:30 p.m. to discuss the
force. Baker has lined up a
municipal judge to speak at
that date.

The next council meeting
will be September 8 at 6:30
p.m.
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Pet Sitting

Debby Boyd
205.862.9744

Sarvin A
'i Truaguillge, ‘\Eﬁ}
SLE Argo, Moody, e
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& Surrounding Areas
“Persoralized care for your pets af your homel™
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Custom
Screen Printing ;¥

< & Embroidery &
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T-shirts, Sportswear,
Athletic Apparel,

Uniforms & Hats
8331 Gadsden Hwy-Trussville, AL 35173

Monty Reed
Agency Cwner
Reed Agency

Allstate Insurance Company
253 USHwy 11
Trussville, AL 35173

Cell 205-229-7412
Phone 205-467-0781

Fax 205-467-0783

Your @
independently A“State
owned You're in good hands, ’
pharmacy. it
(205)655-3455 costome senie
||

ALWAYS AT A GREAT PRICE

YOU CHOOSE STYLE AND FABRIC

BARNETT FURNITURE

6961 Gadsden Highway
205-655-7049

www.barnettfurniture.com
facebook/BarnettFurniture

Erik Carmack
Owner

A+ Tire & Auto Repair

1043 Gadsden Highway
Birmingham, AL 35235

(205) 833-1771

MontyReed@Allstate.com

ONTRACTORS

Mischarical & Elctrical Contracars
Your Single Source
for Total Service

n H in
[ ngrlng w.‘
m Plumbing -2 l '
m Electrical
m General Construction

24 HOUR SERVICE
www.trin.com (205)655-5099

Trussville

a year to replace the old

Th.ﬁ.
~[ /Dental Arts
(205) 655-SMILE

* New Patients and Walk-Ins Welcome

* Most Insurances Accepted

* Sensitive to Your Fears and Concerns

« Cosmetics, Crowns, Bridges & Fillings
Mention you saw our ad in the
Tribune and receive $75 off your
dental service

Bill Turner, DMD
WWW. truswllledentalal ts.com

H oward

Fainting.LLC

Jesse Howard
= InterlorfExterior Palnblag
= Low Fressure Washing
= Rotten Wood Repair
= Dior Reflnlshilong
Calf for ealinrale

205-966-3871

Located.at'the
Trussville Country Club
g Open for Lunch

i 111:00-2:00

Operated by
Expressions Cakes
& Catering

Trussville’s Complete
Furniture Store

106 N Chalkville Road
205-655-2116
www.bradenfurniture.com

Faith Household

Cleaning Services
James 2:20 Faith without works is dead,

You leave the MESS, we’ll do the REST!
We treat every home like it’s our own.

stoves-refrigerators-walls
baseboards-floors 3
blinds-windows-garages

Residential Homes
Apartments

New Construction
Offices

FREE estimates
205-422-5643

Latonya Smith, Owner
[BONDED~INSURED~STATE CERTIFIE

Dine-In

Take-Out

Delivery

Delicious Pizza, Pasta, Salads,
Hoagies, Stromboli, & More!

Private Party Room & Arcade
Perfect for Parties!

Pell City (Eden)
209 Cogswell Ave
205-338-5400

Argo
750 Hwy 11
205-467-3444
205-680-4119

REMOVE-+A-LICE

Sara McClendon
445 Main Street
Trussville, AL 35173
205-508-3769
After hours number
256-490-6752

AUTO, HOME,

205-948-TINT
www.tintprobham.com

AND OFFICE

Q Ohirley’s Florist
~and Events

’4&'205 -b55- 100

WWINW

233 Mam Street - Trussville, AL 35173

hjéwlr{' garden p‘.‘alnt

5715 Challville Road
Birmingham, Alabama 35235

205,853, 1066
facebook.com/BETTSACE
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BOOKS continued from page 1

you’ve done, God can use
you.”

Within the book, Pat
shares his personal stories,
as well as stories from the
Bible to prove anyone can
be a vessel. His stories
and those from the Bible
show the ability of God to
use anyone throughout the
book.

Currently, Pat is
travelling the world
speaking and teaching, and
has found the book to be
popular almost everywhere
he’s gone.

“I have highly successful
pastors who have told me
the book lifted the burden
of feeling unqualified from
them,” Pat said.

Karen now joins Pat

as an author as her first
book “Dehydrated” will be
released officially Sept. 1.

Karen never really

—t

Fe ANITIAVHDS Lyd

Pat Schatzline

planned to write a book,
but she said the calling of
God and a phone call from
a publisher changed her
mind.

“God had been dealing
with me for a long time, and
one night I really felt Him
saying ‘It’s time.” Maybe

L—_J,l PAT SCHATZLINE
ﬂ LT = I Am Ramnany

submitted photo

three days later I got a call
from (the publisher) saying
they wanted me to write a
book,” she said.

The book tells a story of
how to continuously look
to Jesus for strength and
to be fulfilled just as the
woman at the well in the
Bible story.

“The Bible says that
we are to produce fruit in
season and out of season.
We can only do that if our
roots grow deep enough to
reach the life-giving water
and store up that water
regardless of whether or
not we are in a season
of drought,” the book’s
website says.

“Everywhere 1 went
speaking, I kept hearing
how life had dehydrated

PAVING continued from page 1

Floyd Bradford Road
runs from Roper Road
near the Trussville Country
Club to U.S. 78, but Melton
said he was unsure exactly
where the plans to pave
would end.

“If it goes all the way

SATURDAY BREAKFAST
8am-11am

Waffles

Bacon, Egg & Cheese Biscuits
Ham & Cheese Croissants

Quiche

Homemade Orange Rolls
Homemade Cinnamon Rolls
White Chocolate & Raspberry Scones
Blueberry Scones

to Roper Road, the whole
thing would get paved,”
Melton said. “That would
be great.”

Davis also reported this
potential agreement comes
after several cities along
U.S. 280 began talking

\ Apple Cinnamon Scones /

about a collaborative effort
to reduce congestion on one
of the metro area’s biggest
traffic problem areas.

These two agreements
could begin a movement
toward more municipal
cooperation.

Have you heard?
We now derwe breakfast on Salureday!

205-655-2000 // 209 Main Street Trussville // LIKE us on Facebook

submitted photo

Karen Schatzline

people. How it had taken
their joy away and they
didn’t have energy,” Karen
said. “So I wanted to help

those people who felt like
they were empty.”

Pat praised the book,
even going as far to say
he believes it is better than
any of his three works to
date.

Having Pat around was
very helpful for the new
author, as he was able to
help Karen throughout the
process.

“Pat was with me every
step of the way,” Karen
said. “I often say I would
never have been able to do
this without him.”

Both Karen and Pat are
full time evangelists, and
they recently started an
online school for those
who feel called to share

the Word, but can’t go to a
normal school or seminary.
Karen 1is holding a

Fimd Aefrpnhimen)
and Hepe far Your Senl
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release at Daystar Church
for “Dehydrated” on Sept.
6 with a book signing.

2015 TACC Bridal Show
successful

From Staff Reports

The annual Trussville
Chamber Bridal Show
was a success over the
weekend. According to
a press release, the show
saw 50 brides and close
to 90 guests at the show.
The chamber awarded
Alexander’s the Great
Events and RealtySouth-
Trussville with “crowd
favorite” awards.

S
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Piggly Wiggly Clay is now...

Cost Plus
 Food For Le#F

Piggly Wiggly Clay is now Piggly Wiggly Cost Plus!
We will now sell items at our cost plus 10% added at the checkout.
Come see for yourself how cost plus can save you Big!

At Piggly Wiggly Cost Plus, we offer fresh meats, seafood and
produce. We also offer an excellent selection of gourmet imported
& ethnic groceries. Don't miss our large selection of imported and
domestic Wines and Beers.

Our Cost Plus store proudly offers delicious, quality foods. Store
Management is always willing and able to special order any item you
may request.

We no longer double coupons.

6730 Deerfoot Parkway - Clay - 681-3639

Treating Patients in a Better Way

Elena M. Llivina, MD
Dermatologist

\
e

St. Vincent’s East -Trussville Office

s - We specialize in skin cancer detection and treatment
including: Biopsies, Full-Body Skin Exams, Mole
Checks, Skin Cancer Surgery and Reconstruction.
Our providers see patients at the St. Vincent’s East
location Monday through Thursday. Patients can

also be seen in our NEW Gadsden location on
Thursdays, and in Pell City each Tuesday.

Call 205-838-1811 to schedule your appointment.

X~
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DERMATOLOGY AND SURGERY

Dr. Keith Harrigill - MOHS Surgeon // Tracey Henslee, CRNP - Dermatology Practitioner

I
=

e

Gadsden Regional Medical Center

48 Medical Park Dr. East, Suite 458 2 () 5 -8 3 8 -1 8711 1026 Goodyear Ave, BId 400 Suite 100

Birmingham, AL

35235

Pell City, AL 35125
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LLIFESTYLE

Real Estate: McMansion vs. Tiny House...

hile for decades
the thought
“bigger is

better” has ruled, it looks
like the tide may well be
turning in the real estate
industry. This change in
trend is being brought
about by two very different
groups: Baby Boomers
and Millennials. The Tiny
House Movement has
caught the imagination
of these two outwardly
dissimilar groups due to
many shared realities as
well as shared dreams or
desires.

Simplicity... As a rising
number become aware
of the complicated lives

debt, both groups seem
to be leaning toward a
more simple existence led
largely by the desire to be
less encumbered with debt.
Simplicity, however, for
both groups also includes
a desire for peace of mind,
as well as eliminating or
reducing both the fiscal
and emotional costs of
following the aspirations of
others.

Mobility... Another
strong motivator for both
groups seems to be mobility
or the ability to see more
of the world or to take
advantage of developing
opportunities for either
career or life experience.

Dave Parrish

The Real Story ...

News and commentary
about the real estate market
and related topics.

is often viewed by members
of both groups as an anchor

experiencing life without
the limits of a permanent
homestead.

Lifestyle... Much of
this could be summed up
as a refocusing on life
experience rather than
the acquisition of things.
Lifestyle is seen more as
experience than assets.

Independence... Of
equal importance is the
desire for independence.
Millennials are so often
burdened with excessive
student loan debt and
reduced or limited
employment opportunities,
and are opting for the
independence of their on
space rather than having

like a protracted period of
adolescence living with
parents. Living smaller
means being on their
own sooner. For the Baby
Boomers, living smaller
means less to maintain
and more independence to
complete their bucket list.

Freedom... All of
this should sound rather
familiar. It really sounds
like the forces that drove
the development of the
American  persona for
most of the past 400
years. The great American
spirit seems to be more
embodied in the search for
freedom, independence and
a better life beyond that our

I’m reminded of the words
of Kris Kristopherson from
the song Me and Bobby
McGee: “Freedom’s just
another word for nothing
left to lose.”

Now, 1 realize that
this transition may seem
counter cultural if not

counter intuitive for many.
And almost certainly, the
masses are not moving
toward living in a space
less than 500 square feet.
But the move is strong
enough to impact the way
the masses look at where
and how they live and this
will affect us all.

May the Market be with

brought on by burdensome The large expensive home holding them back from to live through what feels predecessors —experience. you...
Restaurant Ratings

Chick-Fil-A #20 746 Brookwood Village Homewood Al 97  Jessies Steaks & Seafood 150 Main Street Hoover Al 91
Vulcan Center Kitchen 1701 Valley View Drive Birmingham Al 99  Sprouts Farmers Market 5250 Medford Drive Hoover Al 95
Walmart Neighborhood Market 312 Palisades Boulevard Birmingham Al 95  Publix #1085 Bakery 3141 Overton Road Mountain Brook Al 94
Purple Onion 479 Greensprings Highway Homewood Al 92  Pandys Sno Biz 8670 North 31 Highway Kimberly Al 98
Platinum Of Birmingham 821 North 2nd Avenue Birmingham Al 96  Publix #1085 Produce 3141 Overton Road Mountain Brook Al 94
Ocarrs 3150 Cahaba Heights Village Vestavia Al 95  Papa Johns Pizza 426 Decatur Highway Gardendale Al 94
Publix #1059 Seafood 1325 Montclair Road Birmingham Al 98  Redeauxs Sandwich Shoppe 710 North 20Th Street Birmingham Al 85
Steak-Out 1717 South 28th Avenue Homewood Al 88  Fellowship House I 1625 12th Avenue, South Birmingham Al 96
Mcdonalds Restaurant 5170 Medford Drive Hoover Al 95 K-Maxx #1 9251 East Commerce Avenue Trafford Al 91
Bam Sports Grill 3144 Cahaba Heights Village Vestavia Al 100 Z’s Takeout 104 North 17th Street Birmingham Al 93
Mings Garden 1046 Main Street Gardendale Al 92  California Pizza Kitchen 3470 Galleria Circle Hoover Al 91
Gwens Catering 20 South 3Rd Avenue Birmingham Al 100 TheJ Clyde 1312 Cobb Lane Birmingham Al 96
Grayson Valley Cty Club 2201 Grayson Valley Dr Birmingham Al 94  Little Italys Pies & Pints 1924 South 11Th Avenue Birmingham Al 96
Publix #1059 Bakery 1325 Montclair Road Birmingham Al 95  Barnes & Noble #2175 171 Main Street Hoover Al 35244 100
Grayson Valley Ctry Club 2201 Grayson Valley Drive Birmingham Al 90  Southeastern Meats 1630 Forestdale Plaza Forestdale Al 95
Rafikis Grill 367 Valley Avenue Birmingham Al 93 Dollar General Store # 15423 3194 New Castle Road Birmingham Al 100
Food Bar 3154 3156 Heights Village Vestavia Al 94 Pauls Hot Dogs & Grill 5950 Chalkville Mtn Road Birmingham Al 99
Gyros Cafe 5614 Chalkville Mt Road Birmingham Al 92  Ensley Foods 1432 20th Street Birmingham Al 92
Krystal Bir #9 1119 Main Street Gardendale Al 93

Krystal 5975 Service Road Birmingham Al 95 O e

Brookwood Bapt. Church E.C.C. 3449 Overton Road Birmingham Al 99 1 in'4 childrenhaye) akvision: pr@blem.
Applebees 2933 John Hawkins Parkway Hoover Al 90

Sprouts Farmers Market 5250 Medford Drive Hoover Al 95

Publix #1085 Seafood 3141 Overton Road Mountain Brook Al 94

The Chocolate Biscuit

Come see us ﬁ)r lunch.
Tuesc:lag thru Saturdag IIam-ZPm

355 Main Street-Trussville, AL 35173 I/ www.TheChocolateBiscuit.com // 205.655.0119

Trussville Dollar Store
Everything is #1! All The Time!

o Get your back to school supplies
at Trussville Dollar Store

@)
O
—4 1930 Edwards Lake Rd
[+ Suite 136

o'

(across from Lowe’s)
Birmingham, AL 35235
205-655-0650
Mon - Sat 9am - 8pm
Sun 12 - 6pm

School

We offer: Housewares, Snacks, Jewelry, Balloons, Gift Bags, Cards,
Paper Goods, Toys, Crafts, Gifts and a whole lot more...

Let us be your $1 Store!

Call us.,today
t@"’set up an
i appomtment.

VISIOH

&Care

Dr Samuel D. Pierce

Dr Zachary B. Steele
Doctors of Optometry
Member of AOA and ALOA
Evening Appointments available
We accept most major insurance plans
Call for appointment

655-4838

HENMBHINISSERVIGES

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING

I

24 HR PLUMBING & HVAC

Honest, Reliable Plumbing and HVAC Services

e 24-Hour HVAC & Plumbing Services
e Unit Change-Outs

 New Construction 10% off ‘J‘.’“\‘
ice
¢ No Overtime Charges ~ first serV
Ca\\T°day'

¢ Authorized Heil Dealer

For Service:

(205) 229-2090
Fax: (205) 951-3450

ug,l
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OPINION

Alabama home to many great companies

ast week  we
I discussed the

legendary story
of Aflac. Three more
remarkable business
success stories are just as
magnificent. Again, all

three of these companies
are Alabama born and
raised fairytale ventures.

Alfa is  Alabama’s
largest  property  and
casualty insurance
company. Today, Alfa
employs more than 2300
people and has almost 450
agents in Alabama. It has
229 offices in Alabama,
with an office in every
county.

Alfa and its affiliates
provide insurance in 11
states and has more than
a million policies in force.
Alfa is also Alabama’s
leading provider of life
insurance with $27 billion
of life insurance on the
books.

Alfa was formed out
of necessity less than 70
years ago. The Alabama
Farmer’s Federation
was established in 1921
to help farmers garner
political power. During
the 1920’s, 30’s and
40’s  which spanned the
Great Depression and
economic catastrophe,
Alabama farmers found
it impossible to get fire
insurance to cover their
homes and barns. In 1946,
the Farmer’s Federation

formed a fire insurance
company. Farmers put
up $11,225 to start their
own company. The rest is

history.
Liberty National Life
Insurance Company

was founded in 1900 in
Birmingham. During the
next 60 years, it became
the greatest business
success story in Alabama
insurance lore. As late
as the 1960’s, Liberty
National had more life
insurance policies on
Alabamians than every
other company in the
world combined. It became
one of Birmingham’s
biggest businesses. It had
a dominating presence on
20th Street with a gigantic
bronze replica of the statue
of liberty on top of their
distinguished  building.
The company had so many
Alabamians insured for
their burials, they figured
they might as well own
the funeral homes too.
So in 1944 the company
formed Brown Service and
established ownership in
most of the funeral homes
in the state. In the 1970’s
Liberty National acquired
Globe Life and created
Torchmark Corporation as
a holding company.
Liberty National was
founded by Frank P.
Samford. Mr. Samford was
born in Troy in 1893. He
was the son of a judge and

Stve Flowers

Inside the
Statehouse

a grandson of Governor
William J. Samford. He
graduated from Auburn in
1914.

Frank Samford became
very wealthy as the
President of  Liberty
National for over 30
years, especially from
his stock ownership in
the company. A good
many of his associates
and business partners
also gained tremendous
wealth  throughout the
phenomenal grown of
their Liberty National
stock. Mr. Samford gave
so much of his wealth
to Howard College in
Birmingham  that the
school he endowed moved
to the beautiful campus
in suburban Homewood.
The  school  Samford
University is named in his
honor and rightfully so.
He and Liberty National
stock paid for the gorgeous
elite private college in
Homewood.

Another magnificent
Alabama business story
has been EBSCO. The
company is named after
its founder, Elton B.
Stephens. Thus, EBSCO is
an acronym for the founder
Elton B. Stephens.

Elton Stephens was born
and raised in the small
Barbour County hamlet
of Clio. Remarkably he
and George Wallace were
raised in Clio during the
same era. So arguably it
could be said that one of
the greatest businessmen
in Alabama history and the
state’s greatest politician
grew up in the same small
southeast Alabama village
at the same time.

Both  Stephens and
Wallace sold magazines
door to door in the
summer to help work
their way through college.
The idea resonated with
Stephens. He started a
business selling magazine
subscriptions to military

bases. Elton Stephens
started this business with
his wife Alys Robinson
Stephens in 1944. Now,
70 years later, EBSCO is
a global company with
nearly 6000 employees

and 50 different
companies operating in
23 countries. It has a

tremendous diversity of
business interests, which
include information
services, publishing and
digital media, outdoor
products, real estate and
manufacturing.

EBSCO is one of the
state’s  largest private
companies. When Elton
Stephens dies in 2005
at age 93, he was one
of the wealthiest men in
America. He was listed as
the 66th wealthiest person
in the country with an
estimated net worth of $4
billion.

However, he is best
known for his magnificent
philanthropy in  his

later years. Some of his
gifts included the Alys
Robinson Stephens
Performing Arts Center
at UAB, as well as the
Elton B. Stephens Science
Center at Birmingham-
Southern. He gave $15
million to revive the
Alabama Symphony
Orchestra. The Stephens
family is also responsible
for developing the
futuristic eco-friendly
pristine developments
of Mt. Laurel in Shelby
County and Alys Beach on
Florida’s Gulf Coast.

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is
Alabama’s leading
political columnist. His
column appears weekly in
72 Alabama newspapers.
Steve served 16 years in
the state legislature. He
may be reached at www.
steveflowers.us.
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Have you tried that CRAZY wrap
thing? Host a party & Try it FREE or

$5 off with this ad. Need extra money?
It Works can help you.

Enter to Win a FREE wrap every month
when you like & share my page.

Tone, Tighten & Firm in 45 min

@ www.love2wrapit.com

205-368-4667

Independent Distributor
It Works Global
Michele McDonald
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Heart & Vascular, P.C.

ﬂmjoroving Hearts. For L@’fe‘

» Stress Testing

= Stress Echo

Non-Invasive Cardiology
= Electrocardiogram

= Carotid Doppler

= Venous Leg Doppler and Ultrasound
* Venous Arm Doppler and Ultrasound
» Arterial Leg Doppler and Ultrasound
= Arterial Arm Doppler and Ultrasound
= ABI/Arterial Multi Segmental Pressures
= Renal Artery Doppler and Ultrasound
= Abdominal Aorta Doppler and Ultrasound
» Cardiac (Heart) Catheterization
= Cardiac Catheterization and Angioplasty Stenting
» Transesophageal Echocardiogram
* Nuclear Medicine

* Nuclear Cardiac Stress Test

* Peripheral Vascular disease screening and treatment
» Peripheral arterial and venous interventions

= Pacemaker implantation and management

840 Montclair Road, Suite 606
Birmingham, AL 35213
Phone: 205-592-1020

= Holter Monitor (24 hour)

= 30 Day Event Monitor

* Loop Recorder Implantation.
= Echocardiogram

Our heart specialists do this because they care
and are dedicated to giving high-quality care.

www.alheartvascular.com
Dr. Timothy C. Lee // Dr. Anabela Simon-Lee // Dr. Jimmie Dotson

2022 Brookwood Medical Center Blvd., Suite 403
Birmingham, AL 35209
Phone: 205-721-2777
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Guest opinion: Library supporters got the wrong end of the deal

by Pat Feemster

For The Tribune

For the first eight years of its
existence, the City of Clay had
no public library. In its ninth
year, that changed due to a vision
shared by some Clay citizens.
Initially, this vision was a struggle
and at times seemed as though
it would not happen. Clay has a
public library today only because
of citizen determination and
dedication.

Though there were many
library supporters, there are a
few who played significant roles
in attaining that goal and have
remained steadfast in their service.
The purpose of this letter is to
acknowledge those citizens and
their roles in the establishment
and operation of the Clay Public
Library.

At one of the lowest points of
the library mission, Sheryl Spivey,
a Clay citizen who was a Clay-
Chalkville Middle School teacher
at the time, learned about the
situation and spoke out forcefully
at a council meeting about
the importance of a library. A
library committee was ultimately
approved by the Clay mayor and

council with Sheryl Spivey and
Jackie Hambrick, also a Clay
citizen, serving along with others.

Jackie was later elected to the
Clay city council. She requested
that her city responsibilities
include serving as library liaison.
Turning a vision into a reality
requires that someone take the
lead. That someone was Jackie
Hambrick. She devoted extensive
time and energy to research
authentic restoration and funding
options for the 1905 Queen Anne
farm house; to work through
the process of establishing a
library; to seek experienced
and talented library staff and,
finally, to organize the opening
of the library. Much of that time
consisted of her personal vacation
days. In less than a year from the
time she took office in November
2008, the Clay Library opened its
doors to the public on October
1, 2009. That was a huge feat,
accomplished with help of others,
of course, but all under Jackie’s
direction and with her carrying
the load.

In spite of the fact that library
boards require significant time,
especially for newly established
libraries, two of the original
library board members, Sheryl

Spivey and Clay businessman
Ron Self have served since it was
formed.

The first board priority was
recruiting and hiring library staff
and they set the standards high.
In 2010, Karen Moody, with over
20 years of experience in public
library administration, circulation
and youth services, was employed
as library director. In 2010, Joy
Lee, with a master’s degree in
Library and Information Studies
from the University of Alabama
and 1l-year tenure with the
Trussville Public Library, was
hired as assistant library director.
Under their capable management,
along with a dedicated board, the
library thrived and quickly gained
recognition for its rapid growth in
services and patrons.

In 2012, Jackie was rewarded
by the Jefferson County Public
Library Association for her
tireless work when presented with
the Library Champion Award. At
the time, Library Director Karen
Moody stated, “The importance
of her contribution is simple.
Clay Public Library would not be
what it is today without Jackie’s
countless hours of volunteer
labor. We have seen circulation
and patron visits increase nearly

every month since we’ve opened.
Thousands of people are now
enjoying their own library and
taking advantage of all we have
to offer because of Jackie’s hard
work.”

For almost six years, the
Clay Public Library served the
community well, receiving well
deserved praise from the Jefferson
County Library Cooperative, the
Alabama Public Library Service,
other libraries and citizens.

Unfortunately,  within  the
past year, both the director and
assistant director resigned and
the library board was “dismantled
and reformed” by Mayor Charles
Webster and the city council
upon the recommendation of City
Manager Ronnie Dixon. Two
members were reappointed and
three members were replaced -
Sheryl Spivey, recently appointed
Jackie Hambrick and Ron Self
— the same three individuals that
had served so selflessly.

Public accusations and
demeaning comments by Clay
city officials prior to that action
regarding operation of the Clay
Library = generated negative
publicity that has tarnished the
library’s good reputation in the
minds of many citizens. Such

comments continue to be made at
council meetings, even by library
liaison, Councilman Kevin Small.
If there were, indeed, valid issues
with the library, would it have not
been better for Councilman Small
to attempt to work through the
issues with the staff and board?

There are proper, professional
ways in which to handle personnel
and board issues when warranted.
For the record, however, the city’s
assessment of the library is in stark
contrast to that of local and state
library leadership, whose library
credentials and comprehensive
knowledge of Clay Library
operations far outweigh city
officials’ assessment ability and
call into question the credibility
of their accusations.

All of this has been hurtful to the
previousdirector,assistantdirector
and dismissed board members.
To each of you, I say, “Thank you
for your outstanding service to the
City of Clay. The establishment
and successful operation of
a public library cannot be
accomplished without dedicated
and determined volunteers and a
well qualified staff. Because of
your contributions, that goal was
achieved.”

Center Point set to begin use of red light cameras again

by Chris Yow city council hired former
Fairfield police officer

Editor Antonio Weatherly as a full-
time public safety director

Center Point’s to head a department.
controversial red light Henderson said the city is

cameras may be coming
back sooner, rather than
later, thanks to the creation
of a new Public Safety
Department by the city,
according to Mayor Tom
Henderson

still awaiting an Originating
Agency Identification
Number, required by all law
enforcement agencies.
“That number has been
applied for, and as soon as
that comes through, we’ll

of time when we start using
them,” Henderson said.

for patrol.
When the traffic cameras

Weatherly will take over were installed, Jefferson
the patrolling of traffic County deputies were
camera footage, and will siphoning through the

determine disbursed traffic
citations, according to
Henderson.Weatherly will
also be able to make arrests,
enforce city codes and
ordinances, but this will
not be a city police forcer.
The city will still contract

photographs taken by the
cameras and sending traffic
tickets to drivers. After a
lawsuit surfaced, Sheriff
Mike Hale then ordered
deputies to strictly patrol
the area. The lawsuit was
eventually dismissed.

Coleman, D-Birmingham,
sponsored legislation to
allow the traffic cameras
to be used with several
appeals revisions. Former
state representative Arthur
Payne, R-Trussville,
previously sponsored and
passed a bill stating the
city could use the cameras,
despite the lack of a full
appeal process.

When the cameras were

the city was seeing between
$80,000 and  $100,000
monthly in revenue. That

money, however, could
only be used for public
safety.

Center Point contracted
with Arizona-based Redflex
Traffic Systems Inc. to
install and operate traffic
cameras, as well as handle
billing.

Henderson and

let people know in plenty

UNLIMITED WORKOUTS * NO JOINING FEE

GET MOVING! OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 15TH

Trussville Civic Center e 5381 Trussville Clay Road, Trussville
Contact Beth Gilbert (205) 966-9893 e Facebook: Trussville Jazzercise

Email: jazyygrl@aol.com

CRUSH UP TO 800 CALORIES IN 60 MINUTES WITH OUR NEW CLASSES...

DANCEMIXX e INTERVAL « STRIKE* FUSION * STRENGTH * CORE
800.FIT.IS.IT |

THE NEA

JAZZERCISE @)

Jefferson County deputies

State

Sen.

Linda

in use prior to the lawsuit,

Apartments

New Construction
Offices/Office Buildings

No job is too big or too small.
Call us today for a FREE estimate

205-422-5643

Latonya Smith, Owner
BONDED ~ INSURED ~ STATE CERTIFIED 2z

Clith Household
Cleaning Services

James 2:20 Faith without works is dead.

You leave the MESS, we’ll do the REST!
We treat every home like it’s our own.

stoves-refrigerators-walls
baseboards-floors
blinds-windows-garages

Residential Homes

“100% ~

[y &

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!

Adult Cuts $14.00
Children (10 & under) $11.00

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

Great Clips

IT'S GONNA BE GREAT"
o, Why pay more?

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
on all Services and Products

Seniors (65+) $11.00
Police/Fire/Military $2.00 off

Monday-Friday 9am-9pm
Saturday 9am-6pm
NEW SUNDAY HOURS!
Sunday 11am-S5pm

Greail:lip‘i 205 ,661 -2011

*

Winn-Dixie

HWY 11 TRUSSVILLE (Next to Winn-Dixie)
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meetings

The Trussville City Board of Education
will meet Aug. 17, Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Nov.
16 and Dec. 14. All board meetings are at
6 p.m. at the Central Office.

Georgiana Davis Masonic Lodge
meetings

Georgiana Davis Masonic Lodge No.
338 in Trussville meetings are at 7:30 p.m.
on the second and fourth Monday each
month. Practice nights are on the first and
third Monday. Family nights are on the
fifth Monday of the month. The lodge is at
190 Beechnut St. in Trussville. For more
information, call Bryan Stover at 205-
706-5220.

Center Point Masonic Lodge
meetings

Center Point Masonic Lodge No. 872
located off Old Springville Road meets
every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. For more
information call Mike Lann at 205-687-
7160.

Springyville Military Order of the

Purple Heart meetings
The Military Order of the Purple Heart
Chapter 2213, Springville, meets at the

on the first Tuesday of each month at 6
p.m.

Tuesday, August 18. For more information,
visit www.trussvillechamber.com or call
655-7535.
Republican Women of Trussville
meetings

Republic Women of Trussville meetings
are at Sherry’s Cafe on Valley Road near
Trussville the first Thursday of each
month. Meet and greet is at 5:30 p.m. and
the meeting follows at 6 p.m. The August
speaker is U.S. Rep. Gary Palmer. For
more information, visit www.rwot.net or
email cherylamathews@gmail.com.

Trussville Historical Society
takes summer break

The Trussville Historical Society will
not meet for the months of July or August.
Its next meeting will be September 10,
6:30 p.m., at Heritage Hall.

Karen Schatzline Book Release

Karen Schatzline will hold a book
release party and book signing Sept. 6
at Daystar Church at 200 Daystar Dr.,
Cullman, AL after each service.

Jazzercise at Trussville Civic
Center

Jazzercise is Mondays at 5 p.m.,
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9 a.m. and
5:30 p.m., and Saturdays at 9 a.m. at
the Trussville Civic Center. For more
information, contact Beth Gilbert at 205-
966-9893.

Cahaba Fry-Down coming up in
October
The 6th Annual Cahaba River Society

Congressman Palmer to speak at
August luncheon

The Trussville Area Chamber of
Commerce will welcome Congressman
Gary Palmer to its August 20 luncheon
at the Trussville Civic Center. Network
development time begins at 11:30; lunch
will be served at noon. Reservations are

2015 City Council meetings

Trussville

The 2015 Trussville City Council
meetings will be Aug. 25, Sept. 8, Sept.
22, 0Oct. 13, Oct. 27, Nov. 10, Nov. 19,
Dec. 8 and Dec. 17. All meetings are at
6 p.m. at Trussville City Hall on Main
Street.

Clay
The 2015 Clay City Council meetings
are scheduled for Sept. 7, Sept. 21, Oct.

5,0ct. 19, Nov. 2, Nov. 16, Dec. 7 and
Dec. 21. All meetings are at 6:30 p.m.
at Clay City Hall on OId Springville
Road.

Pinson

The Pinson City Council typically
meets the first and third Thursday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. The meetings
are at Pinson City Hall, located at 4410
Main St. in Pinson.

Mondays at 6pm

Trussville Civic Center
5381 Trussville Clay Rd

$6 per class or $50 for
10 pre-paid classes

AFEGUARD
TORAGE

We Are Here For You...

Located on
Highway 11
one mile before
Carrington

7900 Gadsden Highway
Trussville Alabama 35173

cooking contest to celebrate the Cahaba
River, is October 11, 2015, 12 p.m. to 4
p-m. at Railroad Park in Birmingham.
Proceeds will benefit the Cahaba River
Society. Presenting sponsor is Amerex
Corporation. A donation of $20 gets
admission to the event; children 12 and
under free. For more information, visit
www.frydown.com.

Cahawba Art Association
meetings

The Cahawba Art Association meets
monthly on the second Monday at 6:30
p-m. at the Trussville Public Library.

Have events you want to share? Email
them to news@trussvilletribune.com.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS WITH JESSICA LATHAM

Saturdays at 9:30am

Crossfit Trussville
139 Railroad Ave

$5 per class

A mom & pop shop where,
you're not just a customer, you're family.

ALL TYPES OF PRINTING

SIGNS & BANNERS

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Our paper and products are
made in Alabama and

produced by
205.854.6110 ™——vwu10_

Americans.
sales@wpsprinting.com

FREE DELIVERY & PICK-UP

2740 Alton Road * Suite 120 * Birmingham, Alabama 35210

fuedwo) Jamog BWEGRIY §10Z ©

Safe, affordable, reliable electricity is one form of power we
provide, but not the only one. Meet Terri and Michael Culp. As
winners of the Alabama Power-sponsored Fox6 Energy Efficiency
Home Makeover competition, we helped the Culps increase the
efficiency and value of their house while increasing the comfort
of home. With a little help from Alabama Power to make energy
efficient upgrades, the Culps are continuing to improve themselves
and their home, every day. That’s power to make things better.
That’s Power to Alabama.

ALABAMA A
POWER

A SOUTHERM COMPANY

Always on”
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Birmingham Heart Clinic welcomes

Dr. Robert Yoe, IV to our team!

Dr. Robert Hoyt Yoe, 1V is board certified in internal
medicine and cardiovascular disease. He completed both
his general cardiology and interventional cardiology
fellowships at the Medical University of South Carolina.

Dr. Yoe earned his medical degree from the University
of Alabama School of Medicine where he also completed
his internship and internal medicine residency.

Risk factors of cardiovascular disease include smoking,
diabetes, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, or a ._ J |
family history of heart or vascular disease. s Won V0 VL

b
"

B I I C ROBERT HOYT YOE IV, MD

RINIVITN@ 2PNV [ you think you may be at risk, call

SINN (205) 856-2284

OIRINIORAOH o0 schedule an appointment.

100 Pilot Medical Drive, Suite 300 | Birmingham, AL 35235 | www.birminghamheart.com

309 Main Street * Trussville, AL 35173
6 W u e Located across from Joel’s on
Main St. in downtown Trussville.
Open Daily 7 am to 9 pm
We Accggtd CSrt%Cr'l!ltpi gevl\allltc Cards,
M A R K ET P LAC E Prices Effective Wednesday, August 19

Savmgs for Your Familyl thru Tuesday, August 25, 2015.
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