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Calendar
Georgiana Davis Masonic 

Lodge meetings 
Georgiana Davis Masonic 

Lodge No. 338 in Trussville 
meetings are at 7:30 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Mon-
day each month. Practice 
nights are on the first and third 
Monday. Family nights are on 
the fifth Monday of the month. 
The lodge is at 190 Beechnut 
St. in Trussville. For more in-
formation, call Bruce Phillips 
at 205-4852.

 
Center Point Masonic 

Lodge meetings 
Center Point Masonic 

Lodge No. 872 located off Old 
Springville Road meets every 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. For 
more information call Mike 
Lann at 205-6877160.

Springville Military 
Order of the Purple Heart 

meetings 
The Military Order of the 

Purple Heart Chapter 2213, 
Springville, meets at the 
Smokin Grill at 85 Purple 
Heart Boulevard on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m.

Republican Women of 
Trussville meetings 

Republic Women of Truss-
ville meetings are at Three-
Earred Rabbit on Main Street 
in Trussville the first Thurs-
day of each month. Meet and 
greet is at 5:30 p.m. and the 
meeting follows at 6 p.m. 
For more information, visit 
www.rwot. net or email cher-
ylamathews@gmail. com. 

Sons of Confederate 
Veterans meeting 

The Sons of Confeder-
ate Veterans meets the 3rd 
Thursday of each month at 

First Baptist Church Trussville 
at 7 p.m.

Cahawba Art 
Association 

meetings 
The Cahawba Art Asso-

ciation meets monthly on the 
second Monday at 6 p.m. at 
the Trussville Public Library.

Speakers present interest-
ing programs and demon-
strations at each meeting. 
Visitors are always welcome 
and membership is open to 
anyone with an interest in art. 
For more information call 661-
0517.

Birmingham Children's 
Theatre Presents: Wake Up, 

Brother Bear
The Birmingham Children's 

Theatre will be bringing a per-
formance of "Wake Up, Broth-
er Bear" to the stage at the 
Rock School Center in Pinson 
on March 31. This free event 
is for all ages and open to the 
public. Registration is not re-
quired. The doors will open at 
9:45 AM.

TACC Shred Day
Trussville Area Chamber of 

Commerce, along with Se-
cure Destruction, is hosting a 
Shred Day on Friday, March 
31, from noon until 2:00 p.m. 
This free event will take place 
in the parking lot behind the 
chamber office at 400 Main 
Street.

Anyone wishing to take ad-
vantage of this service may 
bring 3 to 5 bags or boxes of 
paper to be shredded for free. 
Material will be shredded on-
site then disposed of in a se-
cure manner through a docu-
mented chain of custody.

For more information on this 
event, call the chamber of-

fice or email june.mathews@
trussvillechamber.com.

TACC accepting 
scholarship apps

The Trussville Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (TACC) is 
accepting scholarship appli-
cations.  Applicants must be 
Hewitt-Trussville seniors or 
home-schooled seniors who 
live within the Trussville city 
limits. A committee has been 
named to select the recipi-
ents and will determine the 
criteria for awards. A copy of 
the student’s transcript will be 
required. Awards will be pre-
sented this spring.  The dead-
line is Friday, April 7, 2017.

 Scholarship applications 
can be obtained on the cham-
ber’s website, www.trussville-
chamber.com.

Women's Connection 
East Luncheon 

Women's Connection East 
will host its monthly luncheon 
on April 12 at Grayson Valley 
Country Club. There will be 
a jewelry exchange and the 
guest speaker is Babs Hawks. 
Walk-ins are welcomed, but 
reservations are requested. 
Call Cathryn at 640-6182. The 
cost is $17 per person and in-
cludes lunch.

Flashlight Easter Egg 
Hunts

The City of Trussville is 
hosting its annual easter egg 
hunt April 1 at the Trussville 
Civic Center at 6:30 p.m. for 
ages 2-8. 6,000 toy-and-can-
dy-filled eggs will be hidden at 
the soccer field.  

Center Point's 9th Annual 
Flashlight Easter Egg Hunt is 
on Friday, April 7 at dark. It will 
be held at the Center Point 

Sports Complex located on 

Chalkville School Road. For 
more information, contact 
Amy Green at 256-390-3159.

Color Blast Egg Hunt
The Healing Place Church 

will host a color blast egg hunt 
Saturday, April 8 at 10 a.m. at 
the church. The event is for 
kids 12 and under. Inflatables, 
games and snacks available.

2017 Noon Holy Week 
Services & Lunch

Monday, April 10 - Sunday, 
April 16, 2017.

Monday - Friday at 12 noon 
services held in the sanctuary. 
Lunch will follow immediately 
in the Christian Life Center. 
Donations will be accepted for 
T.E.A.M.

TDMA Scavenger Hunt
Trussville Downtown Mer-

chants Association is spon-
soring a scavenger hunt that 
will take people into every 

area of downtown and mul-
tiple business. The event is 
scheduled for April 8 at 8 a.m. 
Food trucks will be here for 
great food! Come join in the 
fun!

National Walk @ Lunch Day
Come out and walk with 

us on April 25 from 11:00 - 
1:00 at Civitan Park. We will 
have various vendors on site 
providing and selling food at 
lunch time. For more informa-
tion, call Dot Kelley 655-3777, 
Drew Peterson or Suzy Ham-
mons 655-9486.

Ridgecrest Shred Day
Ridgecrest Baptist is host-

ing a community shred event 
on April 22 from 10 a.m. until 
2 p.m. There is a maximum on 
three containers/bags

Get 
tested 
for HIV.
For you 
and baby.

two 
lives

one 
test

for more information, 
call 1-800-228-0469

www.adph.org/hiv
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Tribune Treasures
After 

Before

NMLS# 629700

For all your mortgage needs 
contact me today! DONNA LOWERY

NMLS# 207443
Cell: 205-515-3645
Office: 205-508-5590
Email: donna.lowery@fcmhomeloans.com

Loan Originator

194 Main Street
Trussville, AL 35173
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Classified
SERVICES

A PLACE for Mom. The nation's largest senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is free/no obligation. 
Call 1-800-824-2520.

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company for details. NOT just a dis-
count plan, REAL coverage for 350 procedures. 
1-855-512-4320 or http://www.dental50plus.com/
alpress. Ad# 6118.

DIVORCE WITH or without children $125.00. 
Includes name change and property settlement 
agreement. Save hundreds. Fast and easy. 1-888-
733-7165, call us toll free 24/7.

DONATE YOUR car to charity. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details. 1-844-810-1257.

Have 10K in debt? National Debt Relief is rated 
A-Plus with the BBB. You could be debt free in 
24-48 months. Call 1-855-399-5019 now for a 
free debt evaluation.

NFL SUNDAY Ticket free w/choice package - 
includes 200 channels. $60/mo for 12 months. No 
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask about next 
day installation! 1-800-988-5676.

SOCIAL SECURITY Disability benefits. You 
may qualify for disability if you have a health 
condition that prevents you from working for a 
year or more. 1-844-245-3299 (M-F).

SPECTRUM TRIPLE Play - TV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No 
contract or commitment. We buy your existing 
contract up to $500! 1-855-401-7393.

WANT YOUR ad to be seen in 123 newspapers 
statewide? Place your ad in our Classified Net-
work for just $210 per week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (a participating ALA-SCAN member) 

or call 1-800-264-7043 to find out how easy it is 
to advertise statewide! 

HELP WANTED

ATTN: DRIVER trainees needed now! Earn 
$800-$1000 week + benefits. No CDL, no prob-
lem! We'll train you. Call today 1-800-878-2546.

DRIVER TRAINEES needed! Learn to drive for 
Stevens Transport! No experience needed! New 
drivers can earn $900+ per week! Paid CDL train-
ing! Stevens covers all costs! 1-888-528-8864. 
drive4stevens.com. 

VIVA HEALTH is hiring Nurses & Social Work-
ers in your area! Care/Case Management & Lead-
ership opportunities. Regular business hours & 
paid holidays off. Visit www.vivahealthcareers.
com.

A GROUP of three weekly newspapers in south-
west Alabama is looking for an editor/reporter. 
The individual should have journalism training 
and/or experience and be versed in layout and 
photography skills and be able to work well with 
the community. The individual would be based 
at one of the newspapers but would be part of a 
team that provides coverage for all three publica-
tions. This is a rural area (if you are a hunter or 
fisherman, you’ll love it!), 1 hour from Mobile, 
2.5 hours from beach. Send resume to Jim Cox, 
The Clarke County Democrat, P.O. Box 39, Grove 
Hill, AL 36451, email jimcox@tds.net.

AUTOMOTIVE

CLASSIC 1955 Ford F-100, restored, origi-
nal engine, sharp. High retail $76,000, average 
$28,000. Selling price $18,500 firm. 1-334-493-
2992 day, 1-334-493-2346 night, ask for Ken.

FOR SALE

ACORN STAIRLIFTS. The affordable solu-
tion to your stairs! Limited time -$250 off your 

Stairlift purchase! Buy direct & save. Please call 
1-800-471-4651 for free DVD and brochure.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your church 
need pews, pulpit set, baptistery, steeple, win-
dows? Big sale on new cushioned pews and pew 
chairs. 1-800-231-8360. www.pews1.com.

DIGITAL HEARING aids - Now offering a 45-
day risk free offer! Free batteries for life!  Call to 
start your free trial!  1-866-960-5928.

SAWMILLS FROM only $4397.00. Make & 
save money with your own bandmill - cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready to ship! Free info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com. 1-800-578-
1363 ext. 300N.

MEDICAL

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill. No deliveries. Only 4.8 pounds and FAA 
approved for air travel! May be covered by Medi-
care. Call for free info kit: 1-844-264-9500.

GOT KNEE pain? Back pain? Shoulder pain? Get 
a pain-relieving brace at little or no cost to you. 
Medicare patients call health hotline now! 1- 800-
672-9326.

MOBILEHELP, AMERICA'S Premier Mobile 
Medical Alert System. Whether you’re home or 
away. For safety and peace of mind. No long term 
contracts! Free brochure! Call today! 1-877-714-
0030.

HOMES

TRUSSVILLE- BRAND 
NEW HOMES for LEASE 
in BROOKE'S CROSS-
ING. Call Don Acton: 
205.999.6194

PORCELAIN VENEERS

IN-OFFICE WHITENING

IMPLANT RESTORATION

CROWNS AND BRIDGES

WHITE AND SILVER FILLINGS

ROOT CANAL THERAPY

PERIODONTAL THERAPY

EXTRACTIONS

COMPLETE/PARTIAL DENTURES

ORAL CANCER SCREENINGS

RELAXING GAS

BUFFERED ANESTHESIA

DIGITAL XRAYS

SKINMEDICA PRODUCTS

DERMAL FILLERS

FINANCING AVAILABLE

NEED TO REPLACE 
YOUR PLANTS  

AFTER DROUGHT?

2 YEAR PLANT 
GUARANTEE!

SOME RESTRICTIONS  MAY APPLY
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Sports

Pinson Valley football 
schedule set for 2017

By David Knox
Sports Editor

PINSON – Patrick Nix’s 
first Pinson Valley Indians 
squad will hit the field for 
spring practice on April 
24.

The Indians’ practice 
was scheduled to conclude 
with a spring game May 
12 vs. Pell City, but Pell 
City has canceled, so Nix 
is still weighing options 
for that game.

Meanwhile, he’s upbeat 
about how his new team is 
working.

“I’m very excited about 
how hard they’re work-
ing,” Nix said. “They’re 
buying in. Watching them 
work extremely hard is 
most exciting thing of all.”

The Indians are set to 
play in 7on7 tournaments 
at Mountain Brook and 
Auburn in July, and are 
waiting to see about tour-
naments at Alabama and 
Samford pending new 

NCAA regulations.
The 2017 football 

schedule is tentatively set, 
although Nix said there 
might be one change in a 
non-region game.

For now, the Indians will 
open Aug. 25 at McAdory; 
host Class 6A champion 
Ramsay on Sept. 1; host 
Minor on Sept. 8 in the 
6A, Region 6 opener; trav-
el to Clay-Chalkville on 
Sept. 15 for another region 
matchup; host Jasper on 
Sept. 22 in a region game; 
host Shades Valley in a 
non-region game on Sept. 
29; open, Oct. 6; visit Cen-
ter Point in a region con-
test on Oct. 13; visit region 
foe Gardendale on Oct. 20; 
travel to Carver on Oct. 27 
in the region finale; and 
visit Pleasant Grove in a 
non-region game on Nov. 
3. Playoffs begin Nov. 10.

Pinson Valley returns 
the bulk of its 8-4 squad 
that reached the second 
round of the playoffs. 

Gilmer tabbed to succeed Hood at CCHS
By David Knox and 
Chris Yow

CLAY – The Clay-
Chalkville Cou-
gars have their 
next head coach, 
and he’s a famil-
iar face to the 
program.

C l a y -
Chalkville Princi-
pal Michael Lee 
announced last 
Wednesday that, 
pending Jeffer-
son County Board 
of Education ap-
proval, Drew Gilmer will 
be the next head coach for 
the Cougars.

Gilmer has been part of 
the Clay-Chalkville pro-
gram for the past seven 
seasons in a number of 

different roles. 
He coached cor-
nerbacks his first 
year and moved 
to wide receiv-
ers in his second 
season. In his 
third season, he 
became the line-
backers coach, 
where he has 
remained. Ad-
ditionally, he is 

the strength and 
conditioning as well as the 
special teams coach.

He previously worked at 

Pinson Valley High School 
as the quarterbacks coach 
before moving to Clay-
Chalkville. He is a gradu-
ate of Pinson Valley, and 
played college baseball at 
Central Alabama Commu-
nity College before finish-
ing his degree at the Univ. 
of Alabama.

“It’s an honor,” Gilmer 
said. “I couldn’t be more 
excited about the oppor-
tunity, and I’m just look-
ing forward to getting to 
work.”

He said that he sees his 
tenure as one that will con-
tinue and build on former 
coach Jerry Hood’s legacy 
— a 6A state championship 

in 2014 and a runner-up 
finish in 2015.

“Absolutely. To be hon-
est with you, Coach Hood 
is basically my mentor. 
He’s taught me everything 
I know and I’ve grown up 
underneath him. Of course, 
I’m going to put my own 
spin on a few things, but if 
the wheel’s not broke, let’s 
don’t try to fix it.”

Gilmer has not been a 
head football coach before, 
but he said he feels he’s 
ready for the challenge of 
being the head man.

“Absolutely. I’ve felt this 
way for quite some time, 
but I’ve always told people 
I’m in such a great position 

here, it’s tough to leave. 
I’ve just been blessed with 
this opportunity and I’m 
excited about it.”

Lee said he had many ap-
plicants from all over for 
the position.

“Coach Hood made this 
a very attractive position,” 
the principal said.

“There are several can-
didates on our staff that 
were qualified, and a lot of 
good candidates out there, 
but for us and what we are 
trying to accomplish, Drew 
Gilmer is the best selec-
tion we could have made. 
He’s a great football coach, 
a man of character, and a 
great role model for a lot of 

our guys. I look forward to 
have him put his stamp on 
our program.”

Lee didn’t reveal who 
the other finalists were, but 
one of them was certainly 
offensive coordinator Stu-
art Floyd. Floyd, who quar-
terbacked the 1999 state 
championship team and 
had served as offensive co-
ordinator for seven years, 
immediately indicated that 
he would be searching for a 
new coaching position. 

Gilmer confirmed that 
Jon Clements, formerly 
the offensive coordinator 
at Pinson Valley, will be 
the new offensive coordi-

From staff reports

TRUSSVILLE -- Fol-
lowing the first two races 
of the season, the Hewitt-
Trussville mountain bike 
team is sitting in the top 
spot in the state.

Led by Jackson Davis, 
who has placed first in 
both races this season, the 
Huskies have scored 4,444 
points as a team. They lead 
second-place Auburn, who 
has scored 4,148 points.

At the T-Town Throw-
down, Davis was first fol-

lowed by Christian Mason 
in second place. Joshua 
White was fifth and Scott 
Johnson took 11th place. 
That strong performance 
was followed by another 
great race at the Crank 
Down in Tiger Town last 
weekend.

Davis, again finished 
first, while Mason was 
fourth. White took sixth, 
and Justin Wilson was 
ninth. Johnson finished in 
12th place.

The team will race again 
in Huntsville on April 8-9.

Omar leads All-Tribune 
girls team in 2017

By David Knox
Sports Editor

Pinson Valley head bas-
ketball coach Cedric Lane 
turned the worst area team 
into its best in one season, 
and for that reason he is the 
Trussville Tribune’s coach 
of the year of the first All-
Tribune boys basketball 
team.

After some success under 
Clint Argo, the Indians fell 

on hard times in 2015-16, 
resulting in a 3-27 record.

Lane came from Jack-
son-Olin and got the Indi-
ans right back on track in 
the opener, beating his old 
team 132-65.

Pinson Valley (21-11) 
rolled on to a 6-1 area 
mark, losing only to Clay-
Chalkville, and the Indians 
and Cougars tied for the 
area regular season cham-

HT mountain bikers 
are tops in state

Gilmer

Photo by Ron Burkett

All-Tribune hoops teams

By David Knox
Sports Editor

Clay-Chalkville head 
basketball coach Justin 
Haynie took the Lady Cou-
gars to a 23-7 season and 
won the area championship 
for the fourth straight sea-
son.

The Lady Cougars missed 
a trip to Jacksonville after a 
46-44 loss to Ramsay in the 
Northeast Subregionals, but 

that couldn’t dim the suc-
cess the Lady Cougars had 
again on the hardwood.

The Lady Cougars were 
unbeaten in Class 6A, Area 
12 play and won the tour-
nament championship over 
Center Point.

For those reasons, Haynie 
is our Tribune coach of the 
year.

“I couldn’t do it with-
out those kids,” a modest 

Colby Jones is player of 
the year for boys hoops

Photo by Chris Yow

Photo by Chris Yow

By David Knox
Sports Editor

TRUSSVILLE – Tonya 
Hunter and Morgan William 
talk every day. But never 
before a game on game day. 
Only after. No distractions.

You can imagine the antic-
ipation Hunter, the Hewitt-
Trussville girls basketball 
coach, felt Sunday night as 
she waited for the call from 
her former Shades Valley 
point guard.

William, who led Hunter’s 
Lady Mounties to the 2014 
6A state championship, had 
just rung up 41 points on top-
seeded Baylor to advance the 
Lady Bulldogs to the NCAA 
Final Four.

That call came about 11 
p.m. as State was flying back 
home and continued pretty 
much the whole flight. And 
she got a text after 1 a.m. to 
let her know William and her 
teammates had landed safely.

That’s the bond a player 
and high school coach have, 

but in their case, the bond 
is more than player-coach. 
William’s step dad, Donnie 
Rory, was an AAU coach 
and an advocate and mentor 
to many basketball players 
in the Birmingham area, and 
for Hunter’s own children as 
well.

He was on both of their 
minds Sunday night. He 
passed away three years ago 
last Saturday, and William 
dedicated her performance 
to him.

“He was a huge influence 
in my life in and my fam-
ily’s life, he helped my kids,” 
Hunter said of Rory, a former 
Samford running back who 
died of a heart attack at 44 in 
2014. “He coached Morgan’s 
AAU team and was just pas-
sionate about girls basket-
ball. All over the city and all 
over Alabama, really. But I 
think Morgan and I connect-
ed even more since that day 
he died. I said I’ll always be 
there for you. It’s really more 
than a player-coach relation-

ship now.”
Hunter and William had 

just gotten off the phone 
Monday morning as the ju-
nior was going to class.

“I said, ‘You just got 41 
points, you don’t want to 
be late to class, you want to 
be early,’” Hunter laughed, 

knowing how her classmates 
would want to lavish their 
praise on the star, whose ef-
fort won her the Oklahoma 
City Regional Most Out-
standing Player Award and 
whose post-game interview 

AP photo

Former player of HT girls coach shines 
in NCAA tournament win for Miss. St.

See GIRLS, pg. 13 See BOYS, pg. 13

See WILLIAM, pg. 12
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AlabamaOrthopaedicSurgeons.com	  
52	  Medical	  Park	  East	  Drive,	  Suite	  220	  

Birmingham,	  AL	  35235	  	  

§ Treatment	  of	  arthriFc	  condiFons	  of	  foot,	  	  ankle,	  hand,	  wrist,
spine, knee,	  elbow	  &	  shoulder

§ Total	  joint	  replacement
§ Treatment	  of	  fractures	  &	  soJ	  Fssue	  trauma
§ Treatment	  of	  sports	  injuries	  to	  carFlage,	  ligaments	  &	  bones	  	  
§ 	  Spine	  surgery	  
§ 	  Foot	  &	  ankle	  surgery	  
§ 	  General	  hand	  surgery	  
§ 	  Arthroscopic	  surgery	  
§ 	  Shoulder	  surgery	  

From staff reports

Pinson Valley Lady Indi-
ans took Friday's game in 
dramatic fashion, with a 5-4 
walk-off victory over Oak 
Grove. The game was tied 
at four with Pinson Valley 
Lady Indians Varsity batting 
in the bottom of the fourth 
when Shauna Clevenger 
singled, driving in one run.

Jordan Walker earned the 
win for Pinson Valley. She 
pitched three and a third 
innings, surrendering four 
runs, four hits, and walk-
ing one. Lauren Keplinger 
recorded the last two outs 
to earn the save for Pinson 
Valley Lady Indians Varsity. 

Pinson Valley collected 
nine hits. Shauna Cleveng-
er, Graci Graves and Walker 
each collected multiple hits 
for the Indians. 

Walker, Graves, Mollie 
Peoples, Destinee Cole and 
Clevenger each drove in one 
run to lead Pinson Valley 
Lady Indians Varsity.

Indians hold on to lead 

in win over Austin: De-
spite allowing three runs in 
the first inning, Pinson Val-
ley defeated Austin 5-4 on 
Monday. 

Austin captured the lead 
in the first inning. 

Pinson Valley took the 
lead for good with five 
runs in the second inning. 
In the second Graci Graves 
doubled, driving in one run, 
Shauna Clevenger singled, 
driving in one run, Jordan 
Walker grounded out, scor-
ing one run, Destinee Cole 
singled, driving in one run, 
and Madison Pliskofsky 
earned a walk to drive in a 
run.

Lauren Keplinger earned 
the win for the Indians. She 
pitched four innings, sur-
rendering four runs, five 
hits, striking out four, and 
walking zero. Graves, Cole, 
Clevenger, Walker, and Plis-
kofsky each drove in one 
run to lead Pinson Valley.

Powerhouse Pisgah 
shuts down Indians: The 
Pinson Valley Lady Indians 

watched the game slip away 
early and couldn't recover 
in an 11-3 loss to Pisgah on 
Monday. Pisgah scored on 
a pair of doubles, a single 
and a groundout in the first 
inning.

Pinson Valley scored 
three runs in the third in-
ning. Pinson Valley Lady 
Indians Varsity scored on 
a double by Jordan Walker 
and a home run by Destinee 
Cole.

Hope Cole took the loss 
for the Indians. She threw, 
giving up five runs, five hits, 
and walking zero.

Graci Graves, Cole, Ande 
Findley, Walker and Madi-
son Pliskofsky all had one 
hit to lead Pinson Valley 
Lady Indians Varsity.

Huskies lose lead late 
against Huntsville: The 
Hewitt-Trussville Huskies 
stayed in it until the end, but 
Huntsville pulled away late 
in a 4-1 victory last Thurs-
day. 

Hewitt-Trussville lost de-
spite out-hitting Huntsville 

nine to five.
The Huskies took an early 

lead in the second inning. 
Sara Borden drove in a run 
when she walked with the 
bases loaded.

Borden and Abigail In-
man each collected multiple 
hits for Hewitt-Trussville. 
Borden led the team, going 
3-for-3 on the day.

Cougars out-hit Moun-

tain Brook in win: Clay-
Chalkville took the lead late 
in the game in a 14-11 vic-
tory over Mountain Brook 
on Thursday. The game was 
tied at eight with the Cou-
gars batting in the bottom of 
the fifth when there was an 
error, scoring one run.

Clay-Chalkville collected 
17 hits and Mountain Brook 
had 12 in the high-scoring 

affair.
Rachel Smith, Kelsey 

English, Shelby Morgan, 
Kaitlyn Berry, Jewel Meal-
ing and Lauren Wright each 
collected multiple hits. 

Smith, Berry, Alexis Grif-
fin, Morgan and English 
each drove in two runs to 
lead Clay-Chalkville.

Walk-off win starts decent weekend for Indians

nator. He joined the Clay 
staff this spring after Matt 
Glover was let go as Indi-
ans head coach.

It’s too soon to know ex-
actly how the rest of Gilm-

er’s first staff will shape 
up, but the new coach did 
say he thought the offense 
would basically stay the 
same with some tweaks to 
accommodate personnel.

Clay-Chalkville has post-
ed ads for football coaches 

on both sides of the ball on 
the AHSAA website.

“There’s going to be a lot 
of familiar faces on staff 
and then we’ll reach out 
wherever we need to fill 
holes,” Gilmer said.

Spring practice had been 

set for April 19, but will 
now slide to April 24. The 
spring game at Gadsden 
City is set for May 12, un-
less the coaching change at 
Gadsden affects that.

won her the hearts of Amer-
ica.

“This is for my dad,” Wil-
liam said, as she wiped tears 
away. “It’s for him, it’s just 
for him. I just wish he could 
be here to see this.”

The 41 points were her ca-
reer high – Hunter and Wil-
liam recalled the last time 
she got 40 it was against Bes-
semer City – and a school 
NCAA Tournament record.

State earned its first Fi-
nal Four trip with the 95-84 
win in overtime over Baylor, 

led by legendary coach Kim 
Mulkey, a former All-Amer-
ican star point guard herself 
and a Women’s Basket-
ball Hall of Fame member. 
“Their one kid kicked our 
rear,” Mulkey said.

MSU coach Vic Schaefer 
said, “My point guard put us 
on her back today. She’s the 
best point guard in the SEC.”

William made 13-of-22 
shots, 6-of-8 3-pointers and 
9-of-10 free throws. She add-
ed seven assists – setting the 
school career assists record 
-- and had zero turnovers in 
40 minutes.

State (33-4) will face 
UConn in Dallas on Friday.

William was a three-time 
ASWA 6A Player of the Year 
finalist at Shades Valley and 
Super 5 team member for 
three years, rated as a three-
star player by ESPN and the 
No. 25 point guard prospect 
in the country. She won Met-
ro player of the year honors, 
but some recruiters looked 
at the tape measure instead 
of her tapes, at her height in-
stead of her heart. 

Many people told her she 
was too small, at 5-foot-5, 
but not Rory, who had been 

her stepdad since she was 
about 2.

“He saw me win the state 
championship and he knew 
I was going to Mississippi 
State, but he didn’t get to see 
me go to prom or to gradu-
ate.

“But he said I’d be the best 
point guard in the SEC.”

Said Hunter, “It’s amazing 
to see his legacy still alive. 
It’s a blessing to see that.

“He was watching her. 
He’s not here right now, but 
he was smiling big on her 
Sunday.”

WILLIAM, From pg. 11
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Haynie said. “They should 
get all the credit.”

Clay-Chalkville senior 
point guard Raven Omar, 
a Samford signee, was the 
motor that made the Lady 
Cougars go. The 5-foot-3 
Omar knocked down 3s, 
drove the lane and scored or 
got to the free-throw line, or 
found center Alex Johnson 

for a layup. Her 10 points 
and 6 assists per game are 
only a part of the story, as 
she was a coach on the floor 
for the Lady Cougars.

For those reasons, she 
is our selection as Tribune 
girls most valuable player.

The first Tribune girls 
team also features Clay-
Chalkville senior Johnson, 
an Alabama A&M signee, 
and junior small forward 

Mekaila Hill; Hewitt-Truss-
ville junior guard London 
Coleman, senior sharp-
shooter Bailey Berry, a Mil-
ligan College signee, and 
sophomore guard Morgan 
Kirk; Center Point junior 
guard ShiCoryia Orr, sopho-
more guard Taylor Hender-
son and senior post ZaKaria 
Adams; and Pinson Valley 
junior guard Kaylin Hamby. 

GIRLS, From pg. 11

BOYS, From pg. 11

pionship. Pinson Valley won 
the coin flip to host the area 
tournament and beat Clay 
in the finals for the Area 12 
title. The Indians beat Ram-
say in the subregionals be-
fore losing to Oxford 60-58 
in the Northeast Regionals 
in Jacksonville.

For the trip to the region-
als, Cedric Lane of Pinson 
Valley is the Tribune coach 
of the year.

"I feel like all the credit 
should go to the players for 
buying in, me being a first-
year coach there. They did 
everything we asked them 
to do. And the administra-
tion, (Principal) Mr. (Mi-
chael) Turner, allowing us 
the freedom to do what we 
needed to do to start build-
ing the program. Couldn't do 
it without that, and we had a 
really supportive group of 
parents.

"I think the credit has to 
go to them."

The choice for MVP of the 
10-man team wasn’t an easy 
one. Pinson Valley freshman 
Colby Jones gets the nod in 
a tight one over junior team-
mate Orion Morris. 

Jones averaged 15 points 
per game, collected five re-
bounds and handed out two 
assists per contest. The son 
of former UAB guard Chad 
Jones grew in confidence as 
the season progressed and 
made some big shots at cru-
cial times. The silky smooth 
wing could get to the rim or 
knock down the 3, and when 
he was feeling it, the Indians 
were unstoppable. 

Before the season started, 
Lane told the High School 
Media Day audience that 
Jones would be Mr. Basket-
ball before he was through. 
Strong props for a player 
who hadn't played a varsity 
game.

Jones' debut didn't cast 

doubt on that promise.
"Colby's first two points in 

a varsity game were a dunk," 
Lane said, "and his next bas-
ket in a varsity game was a 
3-pointer. That tells you a 
lot about what kind of player 
he's going to be."

Morris, who complement-
ed Jones with 17 points, 
four assists and two steals 
per game, was a close, close 
second in voting, and he  
joins Jones on the All-Tri-
bune team with sophomore 
teammate Geordon Pollard 
(14 ppg, 5 rpg) and junior 
Liallen Dailey (10 ppg, 11 
rpg). Clay-Chalkville se-
niors Jalen Jordan (16 ppg, 
4 apg, 4 rpg) and Anthony 
Holmes (14 ppg, 8 rpg) and 
sophomore sharpshooter 
Eddie Smith represent a 
strong contingent of Cou-
gars. Hewitt-Trussville’s 
Damon Harper and Harrison 
Stanley and Center Point’s 
J’myus Reed round out the 
team.

2016-17 ALL-TRIBUNE TEAM

Girls
Raven Omar, Clay-Chalkville
Alex Johnson, Clay-Chalkville
Mekaila Hill, Hewitt-Trussville

London Coleman, Hewitt-Trussville
Bailey Berry, Hewitt-Trussville
Morgan Kirk, Hewitt-Trussville

ShiCoriya Orr, Center Point
Taylor Henderson, Center Point

Zakaria Adams, Center Point
Kaylin Hamby, Pinson Valley

Boys
Colby Jones, Pinson Valley
Orion Morris, Pinson Valley

Geordon Pollard, Pinson Valley
Liallen Dailey, Pinson Valley
Jalen Jordan, Clay-Chalkville

Anthony Holmes, Clay-Chalkville
Eddie Smith, Clay-Chalkville

Damon Harper, Hewitt-Trussville
Harrison Stanley, Hewitt-Trussville

J'Myus Reed, Center Point

GIRLS PLAYER OF THE YEAR: RAVEN OMAR, CLAY-CHALKVILLE
BOYS PLAYER OF THE YEAR: COLBY JONES, PINSON VALLEY

GIRLS COACH OF THE YEAR: JUSTIN HAYNIE, CLAY-CHALKVILLE
BOYS COACH OF THE YEAR: CEDRIC LANE, PINSON VALLEY



Page 14 March 29 – April 4 , 2017    |    The Trussville Tribune

Photos by Bily Pope

Outdoors
By David Rainer
Columnist

Now that spring is offi-
cially here, it’s time to dust 
off the canoes and kayaks 
and take advantage of an-
other opportunity to explore 
Alabama’s great outdoors.

The latest addition to the 
Alabama State Lands Divi-
sion Canoe Trail is the 19-
mile Perdido River Canoe 
Trail, which is divided into 
two segments with three ac-
cess points along the Perdi-
do River in Baldwin County.

Typical of a coastal river, 
the Perdido, which borders 
Alabama and Florida, is tint-
ed with dark tannin-stained 
water, like that found in 
nearby Styx River. The Styx 
River runs into the Perdido 
River near Seminole, Ala.

The canoe trail portion of 
this winding river provides 
numerous sandbars with 
white sands that are per-
fect for river travelers.  The 
many sandbars provide pad-
dlers with frequent oppor-
tunities to take a swimming 
break or lunch break.

The Alabama State Lands 
Division has provided three 
access points along the river 
with two launches and one 
boat ramp suitable for small 
boats only. Canoeists and 
kayakers can stay overnight 
along the river at one of the 
six camping shelters that can 
be reserved or by pitching a 
tent on one of the sandbars 
located in front of the shel-
ters. Camping is not allowed 
on sandbars located between 
designated shelter locations.

Doug Deaton, State Lands 
Manager, and Jeremiah 
Kolb, State Lands Natural 
Resources Planner, said the 
Perdido River Canoe Trail 
was funded through the 
Coastal Impact Assistance 
Program (CIAP) grant spon-

sored by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.

Deaton said the Perdido 
River Canoe Trail was a 
natural fit for expanding the 
State Lands’ Canoe Trail 
system, which includes the 
Bartram Canoe Trail that tra-
verses the upper and lower 
Mobile-Tensaw Delta. The 
Perdido trail runs along the 
18,446-acre Perdido River 
Wildlife Management Area 
in Baldwin County.

“When looking for ways 
to expand our canoe trail, 
we thought the Perdido Riv-
er presented unique oppor-
tunities because we already 
manage state-owned and 
Forever Wild Land Trust 
riverfront property there,” 
Deaton said. “The CIAP 
program provided the cata-
lyst to start the whole project 
by submitting a grant appli-
cation for funding. We were 
excited to ultimately receive 
CIAP funding and seized 
the opportunity to add to the 
recreational options for the 
people of Alabama.”

Although the Perdido and 
Bartram trails are not con-
nected, Kolb said it’s easy to 
access both trails in a short 
amount of time.

“And there’s a long his-
tory of people using the Per-
dido River and Styx River,” 
Kolb said. “Anybody who 
enjoys canoeing and kayak-
ing will get a lot of use out 
of the trail.”

The trail amenities in-
clude a total of six shelters 
that will accommodate up 
to eight campers each in 
four locations found along 
the trail. From north to 
south, these are the Nelson 
Ditch Shelters, the Peaden 
Lake Shelter, the Logger-
head Creek Shelters and the 
Swamp Field Shelter. Indi-
vidual shelters, which are 
elevated, can be reserved for 

one night only, but camp-
ers can reserve additional 
shelters for $25 per night as 
they travel down the trail. 
Reservations are from noon 
to noon, and campers need 
to keep a copy of the shelter 
reservation during the trip. 
No open fires are allowed 
within 20 feet of the shelters. 
Cooking stoves are allowed 
on the shelter porches. Pets 
are not allowed in the shel-
ters. No alcohol is allowed.

“The shelters are screened 
in, so there will be protec-
tion from insects at night,” 
Deaton said. “Reservations 
are required to use the shel-
ters. We don’t allow camp-
ing on the beaches unless 
it’s a beach adjacent to a 
shelter location. All campers 
need to keep an eye on the 
weather. If there’s a chance 
of a significant rain storm 
coming in, the river can rise 
rapidly. Campers need to 
check the river stage. We 
provide a link on our web-
page to check the water lev-
el at Barrineau Park Bridge. 
If the river stage is 13 feet or 
higher, it’s out of its banks, 
so you need to stay away.”

The three access points 
for launching kayaks and 
canoes are Gravel Landing, 
Staple Fork Landing and 
Blue Lake Landing.

“Blue Lake is mainly for 
take-out, but we improved 
the launch enough that you 
could put a small boat in and 
motor up the river and fish,” 
Deaton said. “When we say 
small, we’re talking about 
a jon boat with a 25-horse-
power motor max. What 
you’re most likely to catch 
is largemouth bass, bream, 
and catfish.”

In addition to the unique 
habitat of what are called 
blackwater rivers, the Per-

dido River Trail users will 
see a wide variety of wild-
life, including bald eagles, 
ospreys, white-tailed deer 
and occasionally an Eastern 
wild turkey. Several eagle 
and osprey nests are visible 
during the trek. Of course, 
loads of other wildlife may 
be spotted along the way, in-
cluding gopher tortoises and 
a wide variety of songbirds 
and reptiles.

“It’s a very easy paddle,” 
Kolb said. “You can also 
tube down the river. But 
be aware that the river is 
spring-fed and is cold year-
round.”

Trail users are urged to 
make a checklist before em-
barking on a trip. Included 

items should be a map of the 
area, paddles, life preserv-
ers, dry bag with a change 
of clothes, flashlight, drinks 
and food, sunglasses, sun-
screen, cell phone secured in 
a waterproof container, car 
keys, lighter or firestarter 
stick, toilet tissue, portable 
toilet, GPS and camping 
gear.

Kolb and Deaton warn 
that there may be the pos-
sibility of having to portage 
the canoes and kayaks dur-
ing the trip because of log-
jams.

“And users need to be 
aware that those logjams 
don’t stay in the same place,” 
Deaton said. “They’re con-
stantly moving. It’s not hard 

to get around them, but you 
will have to take your canoe 
or kayak out of the water.

“Another thing we need 
to emphasize to the day us-
ers and the overnight camp-
ers is there are no bathroom 
facilities along the trail. It 
is required that users bring 
their own portable toilet. 
You’ve got to take it out 
with you. That goes for any 
garbage, too. We want our 
users to ‘Leave No Trace’ 
that they’ve been there.”

Visit www.alabamacano-
etrails.com to find additional 
information on the Perdido 
River Canoe Trail and the 
Bartram Canoe Trail as well 
as a link to make shelter res-
ervations.

Perdido River Canoe Trail Offers Scenic Vistas


