
 
 

Floyd Bradford Road Update 
 
The closure of Floyd Bradford Road continues to be a major headache and inconvenience for those living 
near the area of the closure.  People are having to take detours of many miles just to get to work or to go 
to any other destination on the other side of the breach.  Businesses have had to make major adjustments 
and the nice folks at the convenience store on the lower end are struggling to stay afloat.  I wish I could 
make the situation less disruptive, however the complexity of this project and unforeseen circumstances 
have presented major roadblocks. 
 
Floyd Bradford Road, formerly Lovick Road, is about a 4 mile stretch of road connecting Roper Road with 
U.S. Highway 78. The road is named after Mr. Floyd Bradford (1874-1966) who was a long-time resident 
of the Trussville area. 
 
Near the intersection of Smith Sims Road and Floyd Bradford is a bridge that allows the waters of Stinking 
Creek to flow on its way to the Cahaba River.  Most people do not realize that this area is actually a bridge 
and is hardly noticeable.  It consists of two giant side-by-side (10 ft diameter) culverts that allows the 
waters of Stinking Creek to pass under the roadway.  Stinking Creek provides an outlet for Lake George 
which is fed by the many lakes in the Queenstown area.  I do not know how the name Stinking Creek 
originated, but that is a subject for another day. 
 
About a 100 feet long, each tube is made of corrugated steel.  These “culverts” were the technology of 
the day when this road was built.  Many roads around the county are tunneled by these corrugated pipes, 
however over a long period of time these corrugated pipes begin to fail and must be replaced. 
 
In the Floyd Bradford case, the plan was to replace the giant culverts before they failed.  In 2016 the 
county repaved Floyd Bradford road and maintenance inspections showed that the culverts were reaching 
the end of their life and would have to be replaced.  An engineering firm was engaged to design a 
replacement.  A plan was developed that called for the construction of a new section of road that would 
straighten the curve in the road and move the bridge traversing the creek a little further downstream.  
This project was put into the county’s capital improvement plan and the plans were advanced. 
 
By this time the culverts were showing more signs of potential problems and the bid was moved up from 
the planned schedule and awarded in the fall of 2019.  The contractor, who originally planned to begin 
work in April/May of 2020, was fast tracked to allow work to begin in the fall of 2019.  Heavy rains ground 
progress to a near halt soon after they began working.  With the first rounds of heavy rains, the culverts 
began to show evidence of serious problems. Our county bridge inspectors noticed a breach in one of the 
culverts and we closed the road for a short period of time last year.  The county decided to re-open the 
road and keep a watchful eye on the situation.  The County has continued to work with the bridge 
construction contractor to accelerate construction of the new road and bridge.  The anticipated 
completion date is late summer or early fall.  The cost will be about 4 million dollars. 
 
The heavy rains we experienced in January through March (the wettest ever in Birmingham) caused even 
further breaches in the underlying corrugated pipes/culverts.  Water began to bypass the pipes and erode 
the surrounding ground that over time will cause the corrugated steel to fail resulting in a collapse of the 
road above.  Thus, the county closed the road until we could assess the existing culverts when the water 



level receded.  Again, the unprecedented rainfall caused further delay and then along came the 
coronavirus.  
 
We have explored several other options to get the existing road temporarily re-opened.  These include 
digging up the existing culverts and replacing the culverts or spanning the roadway.  Both of these options 
are complicated by the fact that in the roadbed shoulder are two large pipelines.  One is a 10 inch water 
pipe and the other is a 24-inch pipe which is a main source of drinking water for the City of Leeds.  The 
pipes are slated to be moved to coincide with the building of the new road and will be done through the 
Birmingham Water Works contractors at the appropriate time.  Any attempt to span the bridge or replace 
the culverts would be risky in causing a break or failure in these lines.   
 
This week, we are sending out a county crew to clear an area on the upstream side of the road and are 
going to attempt to stabilize the failing culverts and perhaps place sleeves inside culverts to carry the 
water.  Hopefully, we can get breaches corrected and shore up the road so that we can open the road 
until the new road is built.  We may only be able to open one lane but we will not know until the crews 
can advise us of their findings as the water has finally receded to a manageable level. 
 
I do not mean or intend to give false hope, but I wanted to inform our residents of what we are doing to 
get this important roadway open again in weeks instead of months. 
 
Joe Knight 
Jefferson County Commissioner 
District 4 
 


